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MANHATTANIZATION SAN FRANCISCO 1965-1983 



THE BAY GUARDIAN’S 17-YEAR 
FIGHT TO STOP MANHATTANIZATION 


BY ALAN KAY 

W e had a lovely city once. A 
unique city; the last, we are 
often told, of the great 
American cities. 

It is now well on the way to destruction. 
Irreparably lost. Why? 

That is the naive approach to the question. And even 
if it must be the case, having bit soundly of the apple, 
that we of the journalistic persuasion cannot leave well 
enough alone but must go on to ask the next question, 
and the next and the next, until what was once a city and 
a skyline have become a complex of zoning areas and 
economic interest statements and environmental im¬ 
pact reports, it is nonetheless important that that first 
question be asked. 

It is important for many reasons, but chief among 
them because we live here. Because it is our city that is 
being despoiled. “Our?” you may ask bemusedly. 
“Who are you, a recent East Coast or Midwest immi¬ 
grant, to speak of the glories that once were San Fran¬ 
cisco?” 

And that, sad to say, is very much the point. The old 
San Francisco is passing from the landscape — and it is 
doing so with the seeming willing complicity of those 
very individuals who by name and family background 
embody the city that is no more. Those of us who are re¬ 
cent arrivals stand, mouths agape at the temerity of the 
alliance of business and Pacific Heights interests that 
have wiped out much that was precious about Tele¬ 
graph Hill, Nob Hill, the northwest waterfront,... 

But why go on with that sad litany, fit only for a 
eulogy? It is true that less remains than should. It is true 
that a pattern of concerted action — a well-meaning 
series of policy decisions, at fault only in the common 
presumption that confuses private gain with civic bet¬ 
terment — has wiped out much of what was special 
about this wonderful city by the Bay. Alvin Duskin was 
right. Had his highrise control initiatives succeeded 
more than a decade ago, the contour of the hills would 
still be visible from Treasure Island. 

But it is now 1983. The 30-year-old and more vision 
of the Bay Area Council, of the Blyth-Zellerbach Com¬ 
mittee, of Ben Swig’s San Francisco Prosperity Plan, of 
a dozen or two more, the acronyms of which fade into a 
haze not unlike the one that enshrouds the upper 
reaches of the somber B of A tower on warm fall days, 
have all come to pass. We — the recent arrivals, the 
lovers of old-style livable cities, the neighborhood resi¬ 


dents to whom a friendly corner grocer means more 
than a 20% return on residential property equity — la¬ 
ment the passing of this pre-eminent American city. 
And we fight to conserve San Francisco as it had been 
portrayed to us on the first golden days of our arrival, 
the radicals — look it up in the dictionary! — 
represented by the Chamber of Commerce, the Walter 
Shorensteins, the Canadian developers and their oper¬ 
atives, the Willie Browns and Bill Coblentzs, have 
changed the face of this city. They have robbed it from 
us. They have committed legal highway robbery. It was 
not through bribes — who needs bribes when it costs a 
politician $ 100,000 and more to win an election? — but 
through government as usual, as it has been in San 
Francisco for decades. It is the same sort of government 
that was declared when in 1967 Jack Shelley was elbow¬ 
ed out of the way as mayor, because he was giving the 
downtown forces difficulty over the Yerba Buena 
Center, and replaced within the course of two hours by 
former Redevelopment Agency head Joe Alioto. (Said 
Rep. Phil Burton, no man to mince words, at the time: 
“It smacks to me of a deal.”) And it was the same sort 
of government represented by liberal Mayor George 
Moscone when he wrote to the publisher of the largest 
daily newspaper in town that Mr. Thieriot need not fear 
any anti-development bias on the part of his appointed 
commissioners. 

The Bay Guardian is 17 years old with this issue. In 
that span of almost two decades, this weekly tabloid — 
once an “occasionally published journal” — has wag¬ 
ed an incessant battle against what in 1971 we coined 
“Manhattanization.” We warned that development 
was out of control. That it would change the face of the 
city, bring almost unbearable pressure to bear on the 
delicate structure of the neighborhoods and force the 
least advantaged, the poor and the minorities, as well as 
families, laboring people and even the middle class, out 
of San Francisco. In those 17 years, the Bay Guardian 
has been accused of stridency, unreasonableness, 
monomania and a host of unprintable expletives for 
pursuing this issue so relentlessly. 

Sadly, we were right. The propaganda aside, the 
bromides of the daily columnists and the polyanna 
editorialists having faded to yellow, this city has under¬ 
gone a series of incremental changes of such magnitude 
that it is no longer the same city. 

The Manhattanizers did not act from malevolence, 
although they did, and do, exhibit more than a touch of 
megalomania. They simply presumed that our city was 
their private preserve, to play with as they saw fit. They 
never felt the need to ask the rest of us, the citizens of 
this fair city. We have never yet been asked to vote on 


the changing face of San Francisco. It is simply 
changed. 

This is no arcane mystery I am addressing. Fold this 
paper open to these words. Tuck them under your arm. 
Make your way to the foot of Market Street. Then just 
walk: north along the Embarcadero, then west 
through what was once the Produce Market and is now 
“Golden Gateway,” with its Rockefeller towers. North 
along Montgomery, or Battery, or lower Sansome, 
feeling the empty breeze as you seek after a view of the 
sky or the hills. West up the slope of Nob Hill, as you 
crane to see the vistas of the city unrolling southward 
toward the misty hills of San Mateo and Santa Cruz. 
South, where the great urban corridors once opened 
onto greenery and a jumble of low buildings leading to 
the docks and beyond the Bay. And on and on and on. 

The battle is, as it always has been, one of the power 
of downtown corporations versus the power of ordinary 
citizens. The evidence of recent San Francisco history is 
bleak: in the grand tradition of the robber barons so 
elegantly honored atop Nob Hill, big money-has won. 
The highrises march ponderously into the South of 
Market, and Chinatown and North Beach, and up 
Telegraph and Nob and Russian hills, led by the hand 
by the mayor’s appointed planning commissioners. A 
studio apartment now rents for S500 a month — if you 
can find one. A modest condo with a marginal view of 
the Bay is a steal at 3275,000. 

To be sure, ours is an active ambivalence. We live in 
San Francisco in 1983; while we mourn the loss of the 
past, we glory in the best that is available in the present 
as we worry about the future. 

Seventeen years it has been — a time of many 
changes, in this newspaper as well as the metropolitan 
areas it serves. One of the changes that has not taken 
place, though, is any change in the ownership of the 
Bay Guardian, or in its principles. The Guardian was 
founded in 1966, near the height of the civil rights 
movement and the start of activism around the war in 
Vietnam, to report the news and raise hell, in the felici¬ 
tous words of the phrase chosen by Bruce Brugmann 
for the paper’s masthead. Wars have come and gone, 
domestic as well as foreign, but this newspaper’s com¬ 
mitment remains constant. 

If it is to be the task of an alternative newsweekly to 
uphold the flank of responsible conservatism against 
the unreasonable and manipulative maneuvers of the 
radicals at the Chamber of Commerce, the two-headed 
daily at Fifth and Mission and the folks at City Hall, so 
be it. Who knows? Together, we may yet save this 
city! ■ 



Manhattanization in microcosm: The Crocker Building at Market and Post Streets 
on Apr. 24,1905. 



The same comer In 1983, the McKesson Building. 
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MANHATTANIZATION SAN FRANCISCO 1965-1983 


THE ULTIMATE HIGHRISE 


BY ALVIN DUSKIN 

In 1971, when Alvin Duskin made Manhattanization 
a roaring political issue with his 72-foot height limit initi¬ 
ative campaign, the Bay Guardian decided to do a book 
to provide the intellectual, journalistic and research un¬ 
derpinnings for the movement. We called the book The 
Ultimate Highrise and, among other things, detailed a 
cost-benefit study that showed conclusively that down¬ 
town highrises cost more in municipal services than they 
produce in taxes. What better person to do the foreword 
for the book than Alvin Duskin, the dress manufacturer 
and citizen activist who had won the battle of Alcatraz 
and was now pioneering the battle to save San Francisco. 

I stumbled onto the Ultimate Highrise for 
the first time in the battle over the fate of 
Alcatraz Island. I was new to the con¬ 
servation movement and I thought that 
what my friends and I were doing was simply 
pointing out that the plan for the commercial¬ 
ization of the island was a bad one and that, 
given time, someone might come up with a 
better one. What I didn’t see was that the plan 
for Alcatraz gave us a clue to what was 
planned for San Francisco. Half of the island 
would be a towering monument to our tech¬ 
nology — a representation of the Apollo 8 
moon rocket — and the other half would be a 
monument to our past — a “re-creation of 
Victorian San Francisco.” 

The Texan who had all these plans for Alcatraz was 
introduced to the politicians and to the business com¬ 
munity of San Francisco by the director of the Greater 
San Francisco Chamber of Commerce. 


It all began back in 
1942. And not 
accidentally, but with a 
plan. 


And what did the Cham¬ 
ber want for San Francisco? I 
didn’t see at the time that it 
was exactly what they wanted 
for Alcatraz. A highrise side 
that would be a monument to 
technology, industry and fi¬ 
nance, and a side that would 
re-create what we once had 
but lost. The new San Fran¬ 
cisco would have an expand¬ 
ing Manhauan-style core of 
highrise office buildings* The 
old residential neighbor¬ 
hoods with their spacious 
flats and Victorians would be 
* ‘redeveloped *’ (bull-dozed) 
into highrise apartments for 
middle-income people with¬ 
out children. And then there 
would be the city of the 
tourists — Union Street, 
Ghirardelli Square, Fisher¬ 
man’s Wharf, Grant 
Avenue. The plan doesn't 
make much sense for San 
Francisco “ tourists come 
here to get away from w r hat 
we would become: but that 
isn’t as easy to see in the city 
as a whole as it was on Al¬ 
catraz* 

The battle to save Alcatraz 
was won very quickly be¬ 
cause 8,000 people who live 
here suddenly realized it was 
their island and they could 
decide what it should be¬ 
come. Who else should de¬ 
cide? The Chamber of Com¬ 
merce? A developer from 
Texas? The mayor? The 
Board of Supervisors? The 
developers and our elected 
officials all agreed on the 
Apollo 8/Re-created Vic¬ 
torian San Francisco Plan 
which we would have to look 
at for the rest of our lives! 
Anyway, I think that the Al¬ 


catraz victory' re-awakened in 
San Francisco the idea that 
when our politicians betray 
the trust of the voters, the 
people of the city can still 
win. 

It all began, I think, about 
30 years ago. And not acci¬ 
dentally, but with a plan. 

In 1942 the war in the Paci¬ 
fic was going badly for 
America and we weren’t 
helping much here in the Bay 
Area* The problem was that 
everything seemed to be in 
the wrong place. The work¬ 
ers lived far from the ship¬ 
yards and could spend hours 
every day getting to work* 
The materials for war came 
in to the wrong places and 
would get tied up on their 
way to the factories. Nothing 
moved as it did at, say, the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, and 
the Defense Department was 
talking about not sending 
any more rush contracts into 
the Bay Area* 

So the businessmen and 
the leaders of industry did a 
very sensible thing. They sat 
down together and tried to 
figure out a way to make 
some regional plans to speed 
things up, to organize the en¬ 
tire Bay .Area in such a way 
that the people were in the 
right places, industry was 
where it should be and the 
services of the business 
community were centralized 
where everyone could get at 
them* And who could quar¬ 
rel wi t h t ha i ? I f you are going 
to win a war, you need order, 
control, centralization. If 
you are going to beat the Axis 
Powers you don't bother to 
hold a public hearing to de¬ 


cide whether or not you are 
going to build a road, a build¬ 
ing or a freight depot. 

And of course they made it 
work just like the generals at 
the Pentagon made it work, 
and we can be very happy 
that they did* But the prob¬ 
lem is that like the generals, 
our business leaders didn't 
want to stop. So they kept 
going with an organization 
called the Bay Area Council, 
a kind of super Chamber of 
Commerce to make decisions 
that no one else thought of 
making* 

In the late 1940s the Bay 
Area Council started talking 
about a regional plan for 
transportation as the key to 
the orderly growth of the Bay 
Area* There would have to 
be, it said, a freeway system 
that would link things up so 
that people and goods could 
move to all parts of the sys¬ 
tem with maximum speed 
and efficiency. Part of the 
freeway system would be new 
bridges across the Bay; one 
linking San Rafael and Rich¬ 
mond, another a southern 
crossing of the Bay that 
would connect San Francisco 
and Alameda* 

By the early 1950s they 
were already talking about an 
electrically driven rapid tran¬ 
sit system that would bring 
office workers to the high 
density core of the area* 

The Bay Area Council 
commissioned a study in the 
early 1960s called BATS (Bay 
Area Transit Study) that was 
the largest planning study of 
its kind ever done anywhere* 
It cost about $5,000,000 and 
in it you can see emerging the 
shape of the Ultimate High- 
rise. The land of the Bay 
Area, the study said, should 
be developed in an increas¬ 
ingly orderly manner* Mixed 
zoning of land — housing 
and businesses and open 
space in the same neighbor¬ 
hood—was inefficient and 
would be phased out. 

People would raise their 
families in the residential 
suburbs like Walnut Creek or 
Burlingame or Mill Valley* 
Industry should be outside 
of the city in places like 
Emeryville or the industrial 
parks of the Peninsula* Re¬ 
fineries in Richmond, some 
open space in Tilden Park, 
Tamalpais, etc., and the 
headquarters for all this, the 
place where pencils would be 
pul to paper, would be San 
Francisco. All linked up by 
the new' rapid transit system, 
the new freeways and the new 
bridges* 

It all sounded good and in 
fact it is good if you want to 
win a war against a real en¬ 
emy or an economic compeli- 
lion against some other 
region. If you are not think¬ 
ing about winning, you might 


decide that you want open 
space in your own neighbor¬ 
hood as well as on top of a 
mountain. You might want 
certain factories in the neigh¬ 
borhoods so that minorities 
will have a better chance of 
finding jobs* 

You might want to have 
people living downtown next 
to the banks and the in¬ 
surance companies so that 
when the offices close at five 
o'clock the neighborhoods 
will stay lively* You might 
not want to forge ahead be¬ 
cause you might not want to 
give up whatever it takes to 
win the race to grow faster 
than anyone else is growing* 
Because you can’t win with¬ 
out losing something. 

To win a shooting war you 
have to lose a great many 
lives. The Bay Area Council 
was not preparing for 
another shooting war, but 
what they had in mind was to 
be the control center for the 
development of the Western 
United States and the fur¬ 
therance of American eco¬ 
nomic power throughout the 
Pacific, You needed a Wall 
Street of the West to do what 
the Wall Street of the East 
had done to develop the 
Eastern United States and 
fashion our economic ties 
with Europe. 

So San Francisco was go¬ 
ing to become the head¬ 
quarters city for the western 
states and for the Pacific. 
Winning that meant giving 
up what San Francisco 
was—a city of people who 
lived here, who raised their 
children here and who spent 
a lot of time playing, eating, 
walking, living in the city* 
And winning at headquarters 
city of the Pacific meant — 


because San Francisco is so 
much smaller in land area 
than New' York —building 
an even more concentrated 
city: the Ultimate Highrise. 

As the Bay Area Council 
said many years ago: “San 
Francisco can surpass New 
York*” Can it? Do a little 
homework and see. First, 
compare the rate of growth 
of the central business district 
with the rate of growlh of 
New’ York* (New York is big¬ 
ger, like an adult is bigger 
than a child, but we are grow ¬ 
ing and they have almost 
stopped*) Next, compare the 
total number of people, po¬ 
tential customers, on the 
Pacific side of the United 
States with the total number 
on the Atlantic side* Then 
compare the available sup¬ 
plies of raw materials that are 
west of San Francisco with 
the stock east of New York* 

By the time the kids who 
are in nursery school now' are 
looking for houses for their 
own families, w'here will the 
greatest number of business 
transactions be made? Per¬ 
haps still in New f York, but if 
Japan continues on its pres¬ 
ent course, and if China be¬ 
gins to take an active part in 
world trade, and if India be¬ 
gins to move, then what? 

The leaders of business 
and industry in the Bay Area 
have asked these questions 
for a long time. Their answer 
has been to start the con¬ 
struction of the Ultimate 
Highrise in San Francisco* 
And perhaps the further ex¬ 
pansion of American eco¬ 
nomic interests in Asia and 
the continued industrial 
growth of the western United 
States is a good thing* But if it 
is, w'e should at least know' 
what it is costing* Will it 
make us happier to live in a 
World Headquarters City? 
Will it cost us less to live here? 
Would wc rather raise our 
children in San Francisco as 
we know' it or in the Ultimate 
Highrise? Where would w r e 
rather have lunch? Walk? 


Work? Can we do anything 
to change direction? 

I think the answer is that 
environmentalists and urban 
conservationists have to con¬ 
front the master plan for the 
growth and development of 
Northern California in its en¬ 
tirety. We have spent our 
time stopping a building here 
and saving a few r choice acres 
there while Northern Cali¬ 
fornia as a whole is a less and 
less healthy and happy place 
to live* if we can win on the 
Vote on High-Rise Initiative, 
then we will have moved a 
good part of the way towards 
the time when the people of 
this area will be ready to 
make a basic decision on 
where it’s all going. 

Particularly on the Vote 
on High-Rise Initiative in 
November— Vote Yes on T! 
—we have a good chance of 
severely setting back the mas¬ 
ter plan. If the people assert 
their right to vote on highrise 
projects it is doubtful devel¬ 
opers will be able to build 
World Headquarters City 
here* That would mean that 
world headquarters city 
might be Seattle or Los An¬ 
geles* (It won’t be Portland 
because the people of Oregon 
seem to have decided that 
they don't want endless 
growth*) 

There is, of course, the 
possibility the people of Los 
Angeles and Seattle won't 
choose World Headquarters 
City either* Because the les¬ 
son of this book. The Ul¬ 
timate Highrise, is that the 
people of a city or a region al¬ 
ways have to give up more 
than they get. The higher 
taxes that always accompany 
growth are the least of the 
problem. Giving up clean air 
and clean water, peace, hap¬ 
piness and the pace of life as 
it is lived here are even more 
important. 


—Alvin Duskin 
October 19,1971 
San Francisco 


1963 
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MANHATTANIZATION SAN FRANCISCO 1965-1983 


THE VICIOUS SPIRAL OF 

HIGHRISE ECONOMICS 


City Hall now admits the costs ofthehighrise boom are rippling 
across the city. Yet downtown's share of the tax burden continues 

its steady decline. 


BY TI M REDMOND 

W hen Alvin Duskin presented his 
45,000-signature petition call¬ 
ing for a city-wide 72-foot 
height limit on new buildings to 
the San Francisco registrar of voters in April, 
1971, the Chamber of Commerce and other 
highrise advocates found themselves in a quan¬ 
dary. 

For years, they had been quietly promoting the 
Manhattanization of San Francisco, and, when chal¬ 
lenged, had defended their pro-highrise position by con¬ 
tending it would be the “economic salvation” of the city. 
Suddenly, faced with a citywide campaign on the issue, 
they found they had very little factual evidence to back 
up their claims. 


The downtown forces 
moved quickly to rectify that 
situation; just weeks after 
Duskin filed his signatures, 
the Chamber of Commerce 
commissioned three separate 
studies on the issue, all by 
local “experts” on urban eco¬ 
nomics. The objective-sound¬ 
ing reports were hastily 
prepared for release in late 
summer, shortly before the 
election. The first was releas¬ 
ed Aug. 26th, 1971, under the 
auspices of the newly-formed 
“Citizens for San Francisco,” 
a downtown-backed organ¬ 
ization that would orchestrate 
the anti-Duskin campaign. 
The other two were made 
public six days later, at a press 
conference held by the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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All three “experts” — 
economists Claude Gruen and 
Gerald McCue and architect 
Beverly Willis—reached the 
same stunning conclusion: 
Highrises, they said, are not 
only good for the city, they 
are necessary. As Gruerfs re¬ 
port put it, any attempt to 
limit the growth of downtown 
would do “serious harm to 
the economic well-being of 
San Francisco.” The argu¬ 
ments were backed up by page 
after page of “factual” anal¬ 
ysis. All three were given 
prominent play in the Ex¬ 
aminer and Chronicle, and 
their “conclusions” formed 
the foundation upon which 
the Chamber built its 
$200,000-plus campaign 
against the poorly financed 


Duskin initiative. 

After The Ultimate High - 
rise, the Bay Guardian’s pio¬ 
neering 1971 cost-revenue 
study, demonstrated that 
highrises cost more in services 
than they pay in taxes, the 
tune changed slightly. The 
Chamber stopped trumpeting 
highrises as our sole salvation 
from economic catastrophe 
and began arguing the “net 
economic benefits” of con¬ 
tinued highrise development. 

But the substance of the 
claim remains the same today 
as it was in 1971: Highrises are 
good for the city. And, in the 
post-Prop. 13 era of substan¬ 
tially reduced property taxes 
on downtown buildings, the 
simplistic, distorted logic of 


that claim is even more bla¬ 
tant. In 1983, 12 years after 
Duskin T s ill-fated effort, the 
lousy economics of the high- 
rise boom has become even 
more obvious, and the im¬ 
portance of halting highrise 
expansion even more urgent. 

Crippled services, 
few benefits 

A Bay Guardian analysis of 
recent economic data shows 
that the worst fears of Duskin 
and his supporters and the 
dire predictions of countless 
Bay Guardian articles have all 
come true. The staggering 
growth of downtown has 
crippled city services and 
driven thousands of middle- 
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The Bay Guardian kicks off its Manhattanlzation campaign with this Ted 
Rasmussen cartoon. From the prototype Bay Guardian issue, 1965* 
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class San Franciscans out of 
the city. And downtown 
doesn't bring economic “ben¬ 
efits" to the city —not by a 
long shot* 

In fact, downtown's share 
of the property^ tax load has 
continued to decline* Between 
1965 and 1982, the percentage 
of the city's property tax 
burden paid by downtown fell 
from 2L3% to 14*2% — 
and the share paid by neigh¬ 
borhoods bordering on 
downtown increased proper* 
tionaiely* (See chart*) 

Among other things, the 
Bay Guardian's analysis re¬ 
vels: 


•The 33 million new square 
feet of office space built in 
downtown San Francisco 
since 1965 has created 119,000 
new jobs, most of them white- 
collar positions. That has cre¬ 
ated a demand for 66,000 
more housing units—and on¬ 
ly 7,610 units have been built* 
As a result, housing costs in 
the city have soared; the aver¬ 
age cost of a house in SF 
jumped 549% since the start 
of the boom. 

•Rental costs are among 
the highest in the country. San 
Francisco's vacancy rate, ac¬ 
cording to a new study by San 
Francisco Neighborhood 


Legal Assistance, is about 
L2%* The average vacant 
apartment, the study says, 
rents for nearly S550 a month* 

•The population of the city 
has actually declined, from 
728,195 in 1965 to 705,700 in 
1982* Middle-class families 
fled as the cost of living sky¬ 
rocketed and as blue-collar 
jobs evaporated. 

•Thousands of new com¬ 
muters pouring into the city 
every working day have 
strained the ability of the tran¬ 
sit infrastructure to the point 
where more than $3 billion 
worth of improvements will 
continued next page 
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THE 


MANHATTANIZATION- san francsco ms-m 


continued from previous page 
be needed lo meet the de¬ 
mands for services during the 
next 17 years of growth, 

•The Consumer Price In¬ 
dex for San Francisco has 
j umped 194%—overtaking 
and passing the national Con¬ 
sumer Price Index, which 
jumped I8L5% over the 
same period. 

•The highrise district, con¬ 
trary to the Chamber's posi¬ 
tion, doesn’t pay for itself; it 
doesn't even come close. Ac¬ 
cording to figures in the 
downtown Environmental 


Impact Report consultant’s 
material, in Fiscal 1981-82 the 
C-3 district contributed about 
S140 million a year to the city 
in local taxes {property, sales, 
hotel, business, utility users 
and franchise tax). A study 
prepared for the city in 1981 
by Touche, Ross & Co. indi¬ 
cates that downtown is 
responsible For 54% of the 
Muni operating deficit, which 
would account for S62 million 
in Fiscal 19S1-82. Add to that 
the costs of the transit im¬ 
provements that the city plan¬ 
ning department says will be 
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needed over the next 17 years 
to handle increased com¬ 
muters drawn to highrises, 
(S3.3 billion total cost; $194 
million a year for 17 years, not 
including interest) and the 
result is a w r hopping S265 
million a year cost — 
For Muni operations and tran¬ 
sit improvements alone. 

So the downtown area pays 
SI25 million less than its fair 
share — even before you take 
into account city services 
other than Muni. 

That supports the conclu¬ 
sion the Bay Guardian reach¬ 
ed in 1971, and updated in 
1979. In 1971, an exhaustive 
survey of every city depart¬ 
ment involved in serving 
downtown and every city rev¬ 
enue source in the highrise dis¬ 
trict concluded that — even in 
the days before Jarvis-Gann 
lowered downtown tax rates, 
even back when huge infra¬ 
structure improvements 
weren’t needed to handle the 
commuters—downtown cost 
8% more in city services than 
it generated in revenue. 


•The Muni operating loss 
has soared from $8 million in 
1965 to SI07 million in 1983 
—an increase of more than 
1300%—and fares have in* 
creased 140%. The down¬ 
town C-3 zoned district was 
responsible for the lion’s 
share of that hike — yet 
downtown supplied only a 
small portion of Muni’s in¬ 
come, Downtown’s share of 
the deficit, according to city 
figures, is 54%—although 
the share the district contrib¬ 
utes to the city’s general tax 
revenue fund is only 37%. Put 
another way, the city in 1981 
had to provide $107 million 
to cover the Muni operating 
deficit; downtown was re¬ 
sponsible for $62 million of 
that deficit. But downtown’s 
entire share of the general tax 
revenues fund — its contri¬ 
bution to offset that deficit 
as well as the cost of all other 
city services — was only $39 
million. So city and state tax¬ 
payers subsidize downtown’s 
$23 miliion a year Muni 
deficit tab. 
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Few jobs for 
Son Franciscans 

The raw data that was to 
have formed the basis for the 
long-awaited downtown En¬ 
vironmental Impact Report, 
released in May 1983 as a 
“consultant’s report” after 


the city planning department 
decided to scrap the EIR, sup¬ 
ports much of the Bay Guard¬ 
ian’s conclusions over the 
years. (See “The Planning Di¬ 
rector and the Highrise Fix,” 
Bay Guardian, 8/24/83.) The 
report documents the exodus 
of San Francisco’s families, 
the rapid increase in the cost 


THE BAY GUARDIAN’S 1971 COST- 
BENEFIT STUDY ON HIGHRISES 


Before Alvin Dusk in and 
the anti-highrise movement 
of 1971, the Bay Guardian ’$ 
fight against highrises and 
high density development 
had been largely on the 
architectural, aesthetic and 
plan n ing g ro un ds en un - 
dated by Lewis Mum ford. 
Then , a Bay Guardian inves¬ 
tigative task force re¬ 
searched highrises from an 
economic point of view. 

While the Chamber of 
Commerce was producing a 
flurry of rosy economic re¬ 
ports on downtown develop¬ 
ment without making the 
slightest attempt to ascertain 
the costs of the downtown 
highrise district, the Bay 
Guardian sent researchers 
into every city department ; 
conducted scores of inter¬ 
views with city officials and 
private experts and came up 
with a specific accounting of 
downtown costs . The con¬ 
clusions are reprinted below 
from our 1971 book , The 
Ultimate Highrise. Whose 
economic analysis — the 
Bay Guardian J j or the 
Chambers — has held up 
over the past 12 years? 

“IJ Far from ‘sudsidiz- 
ing’ the municipal budget, 
as claimed by real estate in¬ 
terests, the downtown high- 
rise district in 1970 actually 
contributed $5 million' less 
than it cost, 

“2) Property tax pay¬ 
ments from the downtown, 
instead of providing relief 
for homeowners through as¬ 
sessments on expensive new 
highrises, actually declined 
by 16% as a proportion of 
the city total over the decade 
of the highrise boom. 

* *3) Head-spinning 
growth in downtown land 


values "rippled out’ to all 
San Francisco neighbor¬ 
hoods, causing assessment 
increases as high as 380% 
and leading, in many cases, 
to destruction of a neighbor¬ 
hood’s original character. 

“4) Changing patterns of 
land-use and other highrise- 
related phenomena drove 
100,000 middle-income San 
Franciscans to the suburbs 
and mauled the city’s deli¬ 
cate demographic balance. 

“5) Highrises not only 
failed to provide new white 
collar jobs for San Fran¬ 
ciscans, but caused the loss 
of 14,000 blue collar jobs. 

“6) Highrises were the 
prime villains in tripling the 
city’s welfare costs over the 
decade. 

il 7) Transportation 
facilities to service skyscrap* 
ers cost taxpayers a stagger¬ 
ing $5 billion over a ten-year 
period. 

“8) Police costs for pro¬ 
tecting the downtown high- 
rise district averaged at least 
10 times the cost for protect¬ 
ing the rest of the city. 

“9) Highrises caused vast 
amounts of air and water 
pollution which cost the city 
dose to $1 billion to clean 
up. 

“The most disturbing 
finding can’t be quantified 

— but it should be shouted 
to the heavens. It is this: un¬ 
less the city of San Francisco 
reverses past practice and 
immediately enacts an iron¬ 
clad land-use policy such as 
Alvin Duskin’s proposed 
height limit, the long- 
scoffed-at Manhattaniza- 
lion of the entire city is a 
surefire, 100%-guaranteed 
inevitability.” 

— From The Ultimate High- 
rise, a Bay Guardian book, 
fall of 1971 
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1981-82. However, the report 
only considers the cost of 
three city services— the police 
department, fire department 
and Muni. These three ac¬ 
counted for only '36% of the 
city’s genera! government ex¬ 
penditures in 1981-82, it says. 
Naturally, the Increased 
revenues from the C-3 district 
over the past 15 years have far 
outdistanced the increased 
costs of Muni, police and fire 
services. And, the report says, 
they will continue to do so— 
especially since most major 
capita! improvement projects 
now needed for Muni were 
not included in the analysis. 
The report makes its limits 
very clear: “Whether the rev¬ 
enues [from the C-3 district] 
would be adequate to cover 
the other costs is not known, 
and depends largely on the 
cost definitions chosen.” 

SPUR’s statements about 
the Downtown E!R figures il¬ 
luminate the major flaw in ail 
the pro-highrise studies. What 
SPUR has done is just what 
Claude Gnien, Arthur An¬ 
derson and numerous other 
downtown consultants have 
done: choose the numbers 
that make its case, and ignore 
the ones that don’t. 

For instance, in its August 
1983 newsletter, SPUR states 
that “one of the major con¬ 
cerns in the debate over office 
growth is who benefits from it 
, * . [Both the EIR and 
SPUR T s study] agree that of¬ 
fice growth has been, and will 
continue to be the major 
source of job growth for San 
continued next page 
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of living, the influx of thou¬ 
sands of commuters and the 
erosion of the tax base. 

In fact, the material shows 
that the jobs created by down¬ 
town development—a key 
factor in the “economic ben¬ 
efits” argument—don’t go 
predominantly to San Fran¬ 
ciscans. Of the new jobs cre¬ 
ated by highrise office build¬ 
ings, only about 12% go to 
people who now live in the 
city, the report shows* 

Yet the Chamber and its 
allies are once^gain attempt¬ 
ing to claim just the opposite. 
As they have done repeatedly, 
they are using some fancy eco¬ 
nomic sleight-of-hand to 
“prove” that highrises are 
good for the city, when the 
facts show nothing of the son* 
Of course, very few people 
in the city will ever sift 
through the hundreds of 
pages of the consultant’s ma¬ 
terial. And, since the city 
planning department decided 
not to complete the E1R proc¬ 
ess, which would have in¬ 
volved extensive public hear¬ 
ings and required the city to 
publish formal responses to 


high-quality beds at factory-direct prices! 
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any questions raised about the 
materials, the consultant’s re¬ 
port will not be scrutinized in 
detail for the planning com¬ 
mission or the public, Instead, 
the planning department’s 
own Downtown Plan will be 
the focus of any formal dis¬ 
cussion on the new zoning 
regulations, (See Bay Guard¬ 
ian, 8/24/83*) 

The San Francisco Plan¬ 
ning and Urban Research As¬ 
sociation (SPUR), a business 
association that put out its 
own pro-highrise study in 
1975, claimed in its August, 
1983 newsletter that the 
Downtown EIR (like SPUR’s 
study) “found that office 
growth produces substantial 
net tax benefits” for the city, 
“It is gratifying,” the news¬ 
letter said, “to see that, by 
and large, SPUR’s projec¬ 
tions have been proven to be 
accurate*,,” 

That’s simply not true* The 
EIR material makes no at¬ 
tempt to adjudicate the cost- 
revenue question as a policy 
matter. Indeed, the report ad¬ 
mits that any attempt to do so 
hinges on policy assumptions 


that the consultants don’t 
want to make, one way or the 
other. 

The report, by Environ¬ 
mental Science Associates, a 
Foster City consulting firm, 
does analyze the revenues 
produced from the six main 
local revenue sources — prop¬ 
erty tax, payroll/business tax, 
sales tax, hotel tax, utility 
users tax and franchise tax. 
Between them, these six ac¬ 
counted for 96% of the rev¬ 
enue San Francisco collected 
from local taxes in Fiscal 
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continued from previous page 
Francisco residents.... The 
EIR projects that between 
30% and 40% of ail new of¬ 
fice jobs will go to City resi¬ 
dents.” 

Technically true, perhaps 
— but highly misleading. 
What the statement should 
say is that bet ween 30% and 
40% of all the people who 
take new' office jobs will end 
up living in San Francisco. 
How many of the newly-cre¬ 
ated jobs will go to people 
who now live in the city? Not 
many. In fact, the report 
never directly answers that 
question. It says the necessary 
data is lacking—but analysis 
of the figures It does provide 
show the job percentage is 
closer to 12%. 

Between 1980 and 1981 * the 
report says, the total number 
of jobs in San Francisco in¬ 
creased by 19,700, from 
578,600 to 589,300. At the 
same time, the report shows, 
the number of San Francisco 
residents who work in the city 
increased only 2,464, from 
293,166 to 295,630. In other 
words, only 12% of the new 
highrise jobs in that period 
went to people who live in San 
Francisco, The remainder 
went to commuters—many 
of whom may decide over 
time that they want to move to 
San Frandsco to be closer to 
their place of work. 

That makes perfect sense. 
The city’s own Downtown 
Plan shows that more than 
70% of the downtown high- 
rise office jobs go to ‘"white 
collar 11 workers—manage¬ 
ment, professional, technical, 
administrative and clerical 
workers. In San Frandsco — 
as in most cities —unem¬ 
ployed executives don’t pose a 
major sodal problem. The 
people who need jobs-*un¬ 
skilled laborers and blue-col¬ 
lar industrial and manufac¬ 
turing workers—won’t get 
the new downtown office jobs 
no matter how many are 
“created.” 

In fact, those people won’t 
get many jobs at all in San 
Francisco. When a South of 
Market warehouse is demol¬ 
ished for a new office build¬ 
ing, the warehouse workers 
don’t get the resulting office 
jobs—they look for work in 
Oakland, or South City. Or 
they move out of the area en¬ 
tirely—and the office 


workers move in to take their 
places. That also drives up the 
price of housing, since down¬ 
town office workers tend to 
make a lot more money than 
the people whose workplaces 
were displaced. A full 71% of 
all downtown employees 
make more than SI5,000 a 
year, and 38% make more 
than $25,000. They also tend 
to live in households with 
more than one working per¬ 
son; 57% of the downtown 
workforce lives in households 
with total incomes of $25,000 
or more; fewer than 20% have 
a household income of less 
than $15,000. 

Who will pay 
for transit 
improvements? 

The economic costs of the 
highrise boom have become, 
if anything, more severe in the 
last few years. In fact, even 
the city planning department 
now admits that highrise de¬ 
velopment causes problems 
dtywide. The department’s 
Downtown Plan states that 
any new dty policy for devel¬ 
opment downtown must in¬ 
dude measures to offset neg¬ 
ative impacts on dty services 
such as Muni, and adverse 
spillover effects in such areas 
as housing. It recommends 
specific polides to improve 
services and states that major 
new improvements must be 
made to the regional mass 
transportation infrastructure. 
If those polides aren’t imple¬ 
mented, it says, the dty may 
have to put stria limits on new 
development. 

David Jones, a San Fran¬ 
ciscans for Reasonable 
Growth member, added up 
statistics from the dty, Muni, 
BART and AG Transit, and 
discovered that the cost of the 
transit improvements the dty 
admits will be needed to han¬ 
dle the 100,000 new 
employees who will travel 
downtown by the turn of the 
century will total more than 
$3 billion—more, even, than 
the cost of constructing all the 
new buildings that will house 
those employees. 

That’s not in anybody’s 
calculations of the costs and 
benefits of downtown devel¬ 
opment—if it was, the argu¬ 
ment that downtown pays its 
share would be rendered to¬ 
tally inoperable. 


ACUPRESSURE 



CALL FOR FREE BROCHURE <415)845*1059 
ACUPRESSURE WORKSHOP • 1533 Statftuck Avenue * Bertteley, CA 94709 
Established in 1976 


CERTIFIED TRAINING PROGRAM 

State approved training in finger pressure methods designed 
to relieve tensions. The 150 hour program includes Jin Shin, 
Shiatsu f Touch for Health. Reflexology, pulse reading. Anatomy 
and Physiology. Two additional workshop 1 locations: 

San Francisco • Walnut Creek 


SURDJIEFF OUSPENSKY CENTER 
NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS 415752-8293 

























































The week that Jones' study 
came out, I called Chamber of 
Commerce Associate Direc¬ 
tor Richard Morton to ask 
him who the Chamber thinks 
should pay for those improve¬ 
ments, and to find out if he 
had any way to dispute the 
conclusion we reached from 
the data—that unless devel¬ 
opers want to substantially in¬ 
crease the amount they pay to 
the city, San Francisco just 
8 can't afford any more devel¬ 
opment, 

Morton's first response was 
to challenge the accuracy of 
the $3 billion figure. Okay, I 
said, let's suppose Jones' fig¬ 
ures are off by 25%. Or sup¬ 
pose they're off even by 50%. 
That's still more than $ 1.5 bil¬ 
lion someone has to fork over 
to extend BART, build new 
Muni metro lines, buy new 
buses and hire people to drive 
them. Just about every penny 
of that is necessary only be¬ 
cause of new downtown high- 
rises. So would the Chamber 
accept the idea of charging de¬ 
velopers an increased fee to 
offset some of those costs? 

Morton's response: ‘Tve 
never seen a reliable study that 
showed anything other than 
that downtown pays more 
than its fair share of the cost 
of city services. And that in¬ 
cludes the Downtown EIR/' 

The point: Morton 
couldn't challenge the figures, 
because they all come directly 
from public records on file 
with the city and the public 
transit agencies involved in 
the regional transportation 
picture. Instead, he had to fall 
back on the Chamber's old re¬ 
liable line: downtown pays its 
fair share. The Chamber 
knows because it has its own 
studies that show it. 

Of course, studies have 
shown just the reverse, too. 
The Bay Guardian's initial 
1971 cost-revenue study came 
out at the same time as the 
Chamber's three anti-Duskin 
studies- we used essentially the 
same set of facts and figures, 
gathered from the same city 
agencies, and found the 
Chamber's logic to be seri¬ 
ously flawed. In 1979, an up¬ 
dated version of that study 
showed the same still to be 


THE RIPPLE EFFECT OF SAN FRANCISCO HIGHRISE DEVELOPMENT, 1965-1982 


increase aver 1965 


% Increase over 1965 


Total SF office space 1 

Employees in office space 2 
Housing units needed by office 
employees 3 

SF population ^ 

Employees SF residents 5 

Housing units in SF 

SF housing price 7 

National housing price 0 
San Francisco Consumer 
Price Index (1967=100) 9 

Notional CPI IO 
Muni operating loss 
(in millions) 11 

% of total SF property taxes paid 
by downtown '2 
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This chart shows how the effects of high rise develop¬ 
ment in San Francisco ripple out to the neighborhoods. 
Since the building boom began in 1965, 119,000 new 
workers have flooded the city, driving housing costs sky- 
high, wrecking city services and driving much of the mid¬ 
dle class out of the city. In the meantime, the share of 
the city's tax burden paid by downtown has continued to 
decline. 

The reason: downtown development drives up the value 
of land on the edges of the financial district, fueling 
speculation, which tn turn drives the value up even faster. 
As Greggar Slettiand described it in 1971 in The Ultimate 
Highhse , “If you own a small soda shop and somebody 
builds a factory next door containing 5,000 thirsty 
workers, your shop suddenly becomes more valuable. In 
fact, the value of your property shoots up even if it's 
vacant — because It could become a soda shop,’ 1 


That's great if you are interested in making a fast buck 
in the real estate market. But if you own a home (or want 
to buy one), or rent an apartment, and your property taxes 
or rent keeps rising because of speculative buying and 
selling of nearby property, the effect is largely negative. 

At the same time, thousands more workers are brought 
into the downtown area every year by new office develop¬ 
ment A large proportion of those new workers (estimates 
vary between about 30% and 55%) want to live tn the city 

— but since new housing construction can't possibly 
keep pace with the inf lux (only 7,600 new units have been 
built since 1965), the demand for housing far exceeds the 
supply. That drives rents and home costs up even more 

— the cost of a home has jumped 549% since 1965. To 
top it all off, many of the new office jobs are high-paying 
white-collar positions, and the managers and executives 
who fill them can afford to pay grossly inflated prices for 
apartments in San Francisco. 


1. San Francisco planning depart- 
ment 

2. Assumes one Of Tice worker per 
280 square I eel ot office space, Thas 
is the average ratio used by the plan 
rung department m environmental im¬ 
pact nepoMs. 

3. Assumes 1,8 office employees 
per household —the figure used in 
the city planning department's 
Downtown Plan, 

4. U.S. Bureau of the Census. 

5. U.S. Bureau of the Census/Down¬ 
town E1R consultant's report. 

6. U.S. Bureau of lhe Cen.su s/North- 
ern California Residential Research 
Council, 

7. U.S. Bureau of (he Census. 

8. U.S, Bureau of ihe Census, 

9. Bureau of Labor SlaNstics. 

10. Bureau of Labor Siattstics. 

11. San Francisco controllers re¬ 
ports. 

12. San Francisco assessor's office. 


true. In 1981 1 David Jones 
used the exact same statistics 
as downtown consultant Ar¬ 
thur Anderson and came up 
with a diametrically opposite 
conclusion. 

The Chamber, of course, 
doesn't consider either 
Jones's study or the Bay 
Guardian's studies in 1971 or 
1979 to be “reliable." And 
the Examiner and the Chron¬ 
icle— both long-time 
Chamber members and pro¬ 
moters of the Chamber's 


growth policies —have al¬ 
ways faithfully repeated, 
without challenge, the claims 
of the Chamber's high-priced 
consultants, while virtually ig¬ 
noring the facts that show the 
contrary. 

And now, the Chamber is 
claiming the consultant's ma¬ 
terial for the ill-fated Down¬ 
town EIR supports the ever- 
more-highrises position. 
Which is, of course, non¬ 
sense. 

The Chamber's election 


strategy against the San Fran¬ 
cisco Plan Initiative—Prop. 
M on the November ballot — 
is dearly designed to exploit 
the Downtown EIR material. 
Both SPUR and the Chamber 
have written in their monthly 
publications that the consult¬ 
ant's material supports their 
highrises-are-good conten¬ 
tion. 

The fact that this is false 
won't help as long as nobody 
challenges the argument — 
which tends to support the 


Bay Guardian’s conclusion 
that there was more to the 
death of the Downtown EIR 
than City Hall wants to admit. 
(See page 14.) 

It also supports what the 
Bay Guardian/San Fran¬ 
ciscans for Reasonable 


Growth/San Francisco To¬ 
morrow/the Prop. M cam¬ 
paign have said all along: the 
major beneficiaries of high- 
rises are the people who build 
them, own them or base their 
huge corporations within 
them, ■ 
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_ Fitness 

Firmness 
★ITI Flexibility 

but most of all... 
Vlk ^ * it’s FUN! 

1 and it's convenleritly 1 ocated 

and it’s inexpensively priced 

S3M class, $ 10/4 classes, SI 8/£ classes 

NEW students bring tbisad for one free class 

For mlo call 343-3522 

WOMAJVSPEAK 

You have the power to change vour life 

You can transform cultural limitations Into your 
own personal power and strength* using principles 

1Y< > m ncurolingtti sti c prt>gram m i ng ( thc fastest, 
gentlest way to create change). 

Class starts October 1 9th. 

Cal] Lark Carroll 531-9729. 




Total Body Fitness Program! 

Call 563-7082 
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Cogswell College 
600 Stockier) at Pine 
M. W Jfc F 5:30 PM 
T & TH 6:00 PM 

NEWCOMER H.S. 

23JQ Jackson at Webster 
T 6:30 PM 

CLAIRE LIUENTHAL 
SCHOOL _ 

3V5Q Sacramento 
Between Arguelto & 
Crmtty 
TR 6:30 PM 


FORT MASON CTR. 
tfdg.'c Rm 100 

M, T. TR 6 00 PM 
W 5:00 PM 
Sat 10:00 AM 

1HE DANCE STUDIO 

1222 Sutter Between 
Van Ness & Polk 
M & W 7:15 PM 
MWF NOON & 6:00 PM 
T & TH NOON 
SOI & Sun 10:00 AM 



MERCY HIGH SCHOOL 

3250 19th Avenue 
f & TH 6:30 PM 


UPPER NOE REC CENTE R 
Tat Sanchez 
M Si W 6:00 PM 
Sat 10:30 AM 

EUREKA VALLEY 
RECR. CENTER 

100 Col ling wood 
at ifith SI 
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CENTER FOR ARTS 
& EDUCATION 

347 Dqfoces af tfim 

T&TH frOOPM 


LAFAYETTE ELEM. 

Anra af 36th Ave 

M & W 6:30 PM 

CONGREGATION 
BETH SHOLQM 

TJin & Clement si. 

T & TH 6-30 PM 

TRADE SHOW CTR, 

7th h Brannon 
M (k W 5:30 PM 


ST. AGNES GYM 

1530"Page"£f 

at Masonic 
T&TH 6:15 PM 

HARVEY MILK CENTER 

50 Scott at Duboce 

T St TH 10:00 AM 

UC EXTENSION CENTER 

~5S" Laguna 

of Haig hi St 
Sal St Sun 9:30 AM 

EBENEZIR 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 


M 8t W 6:30 PM 


AVENUE BALLROOM 
603 Tarava’fat 16 m Ave 
M, T. W& TH 7:00 PM 
Sat 10:00 AM 

SUNSET RECR. CENTER 

28th ana Lawton 

M & W 6 00 P M 

PACIFIC TELEPHONE 

370 3ra SI 15! Boo? 

TSt TH 5:30 PM 


Special: 1 Free class with this ad.- 



Extend 

Yourself! 

EXTENDED EDUCATION FALL 1983 

Basic courses in drawing, painting, prill t- 
making, sculpture, ceramics, and photo¬ 
graphy. 

High-school-level classes in painting, 
drawing, and sculpture. 

Special programs and week-end seminars 
in art history, conceptual photography, 
photo documentation, earning a living 
as an artist, and stimulating creativity. 

Many classes are conveniently scheduled 
during evening hours and on week-ends. 
Ten-week courses begin the week of 
October 17. Tuition is moderate: 
students are awarded continuing edu¬ 
cation units for successfully completed 
coursework. 

For a poster/brochure with complete 
enrollment information, write or call the 
Art Institute Office of Extended 
Education (Box 222). 


SFAI 


San Francisco Art institute 

800 Chestnut Siiuut 
San Francisco, CA 94B3 
{415) 771*7020 
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TREATMENT FOR 
COCAINE DEPENDENCE 

The 14th Street Medical Group 

offers confidential and 

sensitive treatment for cocaine users, 

* Comprehensive Medical 
Evaluation 

* Individualized Treatmenl 
Rians 

* Individual, Group & 

Family Therapy 

* Ass i stance ova Ha ble lor 
family & friends of user 

Private insurance, MfC, VISA, Medi¬ 
cal, Payment cions 



14th Street 
Medical Group 
1124 E. 14th Street Oakland 
(near Lake Merritt) 

Cafl for information or 

appointment 

(415)533-0800 


Bulk Grains 





INNER 

SUNSET 

COMMUNITY FOOD STORE 

A Neighborhood Collective 

1514 A Irving Street 664-5363 


PRESENT THIS AD TO RECEIVE 

* A FLOATING 
WORLD TEE SHIRT 

EXP.12*31*83 


HOT TUBS* NO CHLORINE 
SAUNAS*SHIATSU MASSAGE 


LUXURY PRIVATE SUITES • JUICE BAR 

OPEN DAILY NOON TO MIDNIGHUFRI SAT TIL 1 am 




FLOATING WORLD 

^ SAUSALITO, CA, !=* 
303 HARBOR DRIVE 331-2555 

■ OFFER GOOD FOR ONE TEE- SHIRT 
PER ROOM - AFTER 5 PM ONLY 



BY T J_ M_ R E D M Q N D 

“The new Urban Design Plan is for open space and 
gardens and plazas and fountains in the downtown area . 
And it has the teeth to insure that the developers wilt 
develop a more beautiful city for the people — not just 


:'°r" 

3 DAYS 


™MANHATTAj^ SAN FRANCISCO 1965-1983 

THE POLITICS OF 
M ANH ATT ANIZ ATION 

Surprise! The same people who brought you BART and the highrise boom now 
have a new plan to 'save San Francisco' from a citizens' initiative (Prop. M), 

more profitable projects for themselves. ** 

— San Francisco Chamber of Commerce ad published in the 

Chronicle* 9-12-71 

K QED Reporter Spencer Michels 
made it appear almost like a spy 
novel. “Your newspaper has been 
publishing articles and editorials 
that make it sound as if this Downtown Plan is 
all part of some kind of conspiracy,” he asked 
me during a talk show on the Plan, “What 
evidence have you got to back that up?” 

His question wasn’t all that surprising — the way city 
officials talk about their actions, and the way the Ex¬ 
aminer and Chronicle print every word without a bit of 
challenge — you could almost believe everything in this 
city happens with the most impeccable propriety, that 
city officials make their decisions without the slighest 
taint of downtown influence. Any attempt to portray 
the recently-released Downtown Plan as being anything 
other than a straightforward attempt to better guide the 
planning process, in the best interests of the city, could 
indeed appear like it’s some kind of half-baked con¬ 
spiracy theory. 

But there’s no conspiracy well as numerous other out- 
here, nothing funny going on of-scaie projects. None of 
that doesn’t go on every day this has been haphazard; its 
at City Hall, nothing that results are no secret, 
hasn’t been happening for As for the Downtown Plan 

years and years. The and City Hall’s role in the 
Chamber of Commerce campaign to scuttle the San 
doesn’t need to form a con- Francisco Plan initiative 
spiracy among the business (Prop, M,), it was nothing 
community, the Mayor’s of- more or less than we’ve seen 
f ce, the city planning dep art - numerous t imes in the past — 
ment and the supervisors, with BART, the Downtown 
Business as usual will do just Zoning Plan of 1967 and the 
fine. Urban Design Plan of 197 L 

Since World War II, the In many ways, the strategy 
downtown business com- is precisely the same as it was 
munity and its powerful lob- when the Chamber/City Hall 
bying groups have worked crushed Alvin Dusk in’s 
with City Hall to promote the 72-foot height limit proposi- 
Manhattanization of San tion 12 years ago: Downtown 
Francisco — through a high- orchestrates a massive, weli- 
rise building boom, the ex- financed campaign to 
pansion of the airport, the discredit the initiative and 
construction of BART, as make it appear extreme. 


KEEPING ELDERLY PEOPLE 
OUT OF INSTITUTIONS 
IS OUR BUSINESS 

We help develop 
Home support systems 
For Consultant ServicesCall 

Gerontology Associates 
(415)522-0415 

“No Fee far First Consultation" 





§ Mre you a closet Architectural 
Digest reader? Want Champagne 
style on a beer budget? Good 
news: a designer isn't out of your 
league. Personal Space offers inter¬ 
ior consultation at affordable 
rates. Take advantage of aesthe¬ 
tic savvy, discover wholesale 
sources. Renters and owners 
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ACE 771-0924 
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You’ll do daily PolarEnergetics exercises followed 
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receive body sessions, enjoy natural mineral baths, 
a tule root mud bath, and an energizing body wrap. 
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burdensome and costly. 
Meanwhile, City Hall 
releases a plan that purports 
to cover much the same 
ground as the initiative, but 
which in fact contains 
enough holes to drive an ar¬ 
my of wrecking cranes 
through. 

The daily papers portray 
the City Hall plan as the only 
“reasonable” alternative to 
the “extreme” citizens' in¬ 
itiative, and devote nearly 
every bit of their coverage to 
the City Hall proposal, men¬ 
tioning the initiative only as 
an afterthought. 

In 1971, the Urban Design 
Plan was a key element in the 
downtown campaign against 
the Duskin proposal; City 
Hall trumpeted the plan as a 
measure that would save the 
city from the fate of Manhat¬ 
tan, and the Chamber of 
Commerce echoed those sen¬ 
timents. Not one major can¬ 
didate for mayor, not one 
supervisor, not one ap¬ 
pointed or elected official in 
the city would publicly en¬ 
dorse Duskin’s proposal and 
risk incurring the wrath — 
and losing the financial sup¬ 
port — of the Cham¬ 
ber/SPU R/Down town 
Association/Bay Area 
Council bloc. In fact, at the 
Chamber's bidding, eight of 
the 11 supervisors quickly 
agreed to back the anti- 
Duskin front group. Citizens 
for San Francisco, as did 
Mayor Joseph Alioto and 
Planning Commissioner Mor¬ 
timer J. Fleishacker, Jr. (See 
The Ultimate High rise). 

This time around, the cam¬ 
paign strategy became clear 
when the Downtown Plan 
was released, amid much 
media hype, late in August. 
Planning Director Dean 
Maoris announced at an 
Aug. 25th press conference 
that the plan would “cut the 
city's development potential 
in half” and said he was call¬ 
ing for an immediate morato¬ 
rium on ail highrise construc¬ 
tion, so as to allow the Plan¬ 
ning Commission ample time 
to study the Plan. 

Like the Urban Design 
Plan, the Downtown Plan 
was carefully worded to give 
the illusion of introducing 
strict new controls on 
highrise development. Like 
the Urban Design Plan, it 
concentrated largely on aes¬ 
thetics — parks, plazas, 
sculptures and bas relief — 
and focused on encouraging 
more architecturally in¬ 
teresting buildings. Like the 
Urban Design Plan, it con¬ 
tained no specific proposals 
that would in any way limit 
the gross amount of develop¬ 
ment allowed in the 


city. In fact, in the guise of 
limiting highrise develop¬ 
ment, the Downtown Plan 
will allow development to in¬ 
crease not only downtown 
but in neighboring areas — 
South of Market, and the 
Van Ness corridor, for 
example. 

Like the Urban Design 
Plan, it drew favorable 
publicity and strong en¬ 
dorsements from the Ex¬ 
aminer and Chronicle. And 
although the daily papers ran 
stories appearing to depict a 
strongly negative reaction on 
the part of the developers, 
not one major highrise 
builder and none of the four 
major business associations 
had anything to say about it. 

Meanwhile, the Chamber 
of Commerce quietly hired 
the public relations firm of 
Don Solem and Associates to 
conduct the campaign 
against the Plan Initiative. 
Once again, a front-group 
was established, dubbed 
"San Franciscans for Re¬ 
sponsible Planning,” and an 
effort was made to solicit 
huge chunks of money from 
downtown developers, con¬ 
struction firms and local 
corporations. 

Ballot arguments filed 
with the registrar of voters 
for publication in the voters’ 
handbook made clear the line 
the campaign would take as 
the Nov. 8th election drew 
near; the initiative is not 
necessary. The city is already 
taking care of all its prob¬ 
lems, through the Downtown 
Plan. “[Prop, M] solves no 
problems that are not being 
addressed right now through 
citizens hearings and other 
existing governmental and 
public processes,” says an 
argument signed by Cyril 
Magnin, the ex-Chamber 
director who is now fronting 
the anti-M group. 

Another argument, signed 
by four of the planning com¬ 
missioners, says that “the 
new Downtown Plan... ad¬ 
dresses the issues of employ¬ 
ment growth, office develop¬ 
ment, transportation conges¬ 
tion, urban design, open 
space and preservation of 
retail and significant 
buildings,” 

The second part of the 
downtown strategy to crush 
Prop. M will, as was the case 
in the past, rely heavily on 
"authoritative” studies that 
"prove” the net economic 
benefits of highrise construc¬ 
tion in San Francisco. This 
year’s key element; jobs. 
"The alternative [to voting 
down Prop. M] is higher 
rents, which will force many 
businesses and their jobs for 
San Franciscans out of the ci¬ 


ty,” a ballot argument signed 
by eight local architects says. 

To support the contention 
that highrises bring money 
into the city and create jobs 
for San Franciscans, the anti- 
M campaign is likely to make 
use of the consultant’s, 
material from the now 
defunct Downtown Environ¬ 
mental Impact Report. 
Already, both the Chamber 
of Commerce and SPUR 
have begun to claim in their 
monthly publications that 
the consultant’s material 
“shows” that most of the 
jobs downtown "go to San 
Franciscans.” 

That’s not what the con¬ 
sultant’s report says — not 
even close. The report makes 
quite clear that it lacks suffi¬ 
cient evidence to determine 
just how many of the new 
jobs created by highrise de¬ 
velopment will go to people 
who now Live in the city. 
However, it is clear from the 
statistical evidence presented 
in the report that the percen¬ 
tage of jobs that go to current 
city residents is only about 
12%.(See economics story 
page S -) 

The Chamber can get away 
with this economic charade 
only because the city has 
guaranteed that very few 
people will ever scrutinize the 
consultant’s material. Back 
in February, when word of 
the impending initiative first 
began to leak out. City Plan¬ 
ning Director Dean Macris 
and other department of¬ 
ficials made a quiet decision, 
in a closed meeting where no 
minutes were taken, to scrap 
the Downtown EIR — a 
long-awaited report on the 
economic citywide impacts 
of downtown development. 
The EIR was to have been the 
basis for future city planning 
decisions — instead, the 
department decided to hasti¬ 
ly prepare the Downtown 
Plan and release it late in the 
summer. (See “The Planning 
Director and the Highrise 
Fix/’ Bay Guardian, 
8/24/83.) 

The hundreds of pages of 
material prepared by Envi¬ 
ronmental Science Asso¬ 
ciates, a Peninsula-based 
consulting firm, were releas¬ 
ed in raw form — with no op¬ 
portunity for the public to 
question the department or 
the consultants about the 
numbers in the report, and 
no opportunity to publicize 
the actual implications of its 
conclusions. 

The point is that once 
again the down town /City 
Hall crew has devised a 
strategy to try to pre-empt 
the citizens* initiative with a 
strong-so unding plan that 
con tinued page 19 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN, OCTOBER 12, 1983 


NOTES ON THE INVISIBLE GOVERNMENT 


1. Wells Fargo's board of directors 
i no Eudes I ewer 1 ‘big nam es' ‘ t fra n do the 
boards of Crocker. B of A and Bank of 
California Bui a careful look al the list 
can ring a few sharp Manhatlanization 
belts. Example; Roger 0. Lapham, Jr., 
managing director of The Rama Cor¬ 
poration,. an insurance firm which isn't 
among ihe lop 50 Bay Area corpora¬ 
tions and is far from a household name, 
Lapham. however, is the son of a termer 
SF mayor — and was one of the more 
influential members of BARTD's board 
of directed in its early years. Another 
Weils Fargo director J, W. MalNiard hi, 
former SF supervisor who. with Dor¬ 
othy Von Beroldingen, unsuccessfully 
attempted in 196S to amend the city's 
zoning laws - al the request of Lap- 
ham and his friends - to create the 
climate for the densest cope fete jungle 
in the world, 

2, BanGal Is the holding company 
that operates the Bank of California — 
the fifth largest bank in the Say Area, 
but one of the more interesting as far as 
corporate interlocks are concerned. 
The major stockholder of BanCal is 


Baron Edmund de Rothschild, who is 
Chairman of the Board of Banque 
Priv&e in Geneva. The Rothschild family 
— ol Switzerland and Pans — also 
owns controlling interest in PG&E. 
Other BanGat directors include Jean- 
Marc Vernes. director of Bangue 
Vemes er Commercial de Pans, and 
George M. Shapiro, president of the Ed¬ 
mund de Rothschild Foundation. (Con- 
trolling interest in BanCat was recently 
bought by Mitsubishi; it's unclear 
exactly what effect this will have on the 
directors of the company.) 

3, Back in the 1950s, Bechtel suc¬ 
cessfully wired the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit District {BARTO) and had itself 
chosen as the prime engineering con¬ 
sultant for the construction of BART — 
a key link in the Manhattan cation 
scenario. Bechtel noi only but!I the S2 
billion-plus system, but the company 
also designed the routes and decided 
where each ol ihe stations would be 
located. 

4. SP’s invoJyem ent i n l he poll tic a of 
California is by now legend; Ihe Big 


Four who founded the railroad — 
leland Stanford, Mark Hopkins, Gollis 
Hunting ion and Charles Crocker (who 
built much of their fortune with public 
money), ware San Franciscans, and Ihe 
firm is stilt based here. Although ihe 
Payday of the railroads is gone (lor 
now) SP has remained a major power In 
the city; — among other things, SP is 
. the largest landowner in SF. with 335 
acres under its control. A 192-acre 
chunk of thai win soon, the company 
hopes, become ihe largest single urban 
developmeni in Ihe country — Ihe $4 
billion Mission Bay. 

5. Potlatch is a large Lumbedpaper 
firm that owns about 1.4 million acres 
of foresi [and in Arkansas. Idaho and 
Minnesota, in San Francisco, the firm 
was nailed by ihe state Fair Political 
Practices Commission for laundering a 
$26,500 campaign contribution fn 1974 
So Sup. Robed Mendelsohn, a key 
PG&Ei 1 Man hat ionization operative in 
City Hail. 

6. Here are the individuals whose 
names appear most frequently on 


boards of directors of major corpora¬ 
tions and the boards of focal business 
associations involved in the Manhat- 
(animation o! San Francisco. 

Samual Armacosh president and! CEO, 
Bank of America: vice chairman. Bay 
Area Council; director. Standard 01I. 
Stevon D. Bechtel. Jr.: chairman, the 
Eechsei Group; director. Bay Area 
Council. 

John Beckett: chairman, Transamerica 
Corp; director. Bank of America. 
Benjamin Biaggini: chairman and CEO. 
Sou Ihe rn Pacific; director, Bay Area 
Council. 

William Coblentz: partner, Coblentz, 
Cohen, McCabe and Breyen director, 
SF Chamber of Commerce; advisory 
council. SPUR; director. Pacific 
Telephone. 

Richard Cooley: chairman and CEO, 
Wells Fargo; director, FG&E. 

John Grey: president and board 
member. Standard Oil; director, Bank of 
America. 

Charles Gould: vice-president, the 
Hears! Foundation; director, Bay Area 
Council, 

Peter F, Haas: chairman, Levi-Strauss; 
director. Bay Area Council; director. 
Crocker Bank. 

James Harvey: chairman, president and 


CEO. Transamerica; director. Bay Area 
Council; president, SF Chamber of 
Commerce, 

George Keller chairman. Standard Oil: 
vice-chairman. Bay Area Council. 
James Lockhart: vice-president, public 
affairs. Transamerica; board member. 
Downtown Association; board 
member, San Francisco Forward, 
Robert Lurie; president, the Lurie Co,; 
Owner, SF Giants; director, Bay Area 
Council. 

Richard Madden: chairman. Potlatch 
Corp.; board member, PG&E. 

John Merrill: partner, Skidmore, Ow- 
mgs and Merrill, architects; director. 
Bay Area Council 

Frederick Mia Ike, Jr.: chairman and 
CEO, PG&E; director, Bay Area Council, 
John Place; chairman and CEO, 
Crocker National; director. Bay Area 
Council; director, SF Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, 

J. Gary Shansby: president and CEO, 
Shaklee Corp.: director and former 
president, Chamber of Commerce: 
director. Bay Area Council. 

Walter Shore ns lein: chairman and 
president, Milton Meyer and Co.; direc¬ 
tor emeritus. Chamber of Commerce; 
director. Bay Area Council. 

Melvin Swig: chairman, Swig Weiler 



If you look hard enough, 
you might find someone 
friendlier & better trained 
than aXechnika person. 



At Technika* we 
train our people 
before they go to 
work for us, and 
then insist they 
maintain the 
level of excellence 
we demand, it 
shows in our experience - 
we’ve satisfied hundreds of 
computer buyers. To answer your 
questions quickly and dearly wc also 
speak English, as well as bits, 
bytes and RAM’s. 

At Technika, we want you to make an 
intelligent, informed choice when you 
buy a computer; and we don’t stop after 
you make your purchase. Well guide 
you in using your new computer effec¬ 
tively and, after you get home, we’re as 
dose as your telephone. Our technical 
support is the best in the area. Just ask 
the manufacturers - they recommend 
us for the quality’ of our support. 


At Technika, we are constantly evaluating 
new equipment as it comes onto the market. 

We pick and choose tile best only after 
thoroughly testing it. We take on a product 
when we are convinced of its capabilities, not 
because of ad promises. 

Technika, Where you always get extra. 

ITAVDOA 1A Th e Kaypro It) is a portable 

Ml r KU 1U microcomputer with a built-in 
10 megabyte Winchester drive and one built-in floppy 
disk drive. It has a 9-inch non-glare screen with 
clearly defined character set. The software includes 
Word Star >3™ C Basic™ Word Plus™ with 
Perfect Software™ package available ^ ^ r 

upon request L ,/ y J 

lecHnina 

computer center 

2120 Dwight Way; Berkeley, CA 94704 (415) 841-5323 


* Registered Trade marks: Word Star, MicroPro; C Basic. Digital Research; Word Plus, Oasis Systems-. Perfect, Perfect Software, Inc. 


Danner Developmeni; director, Fair¬ 
mont Hofei Corp.; director. Bay Area 
Council. 

Richard Thieriot: publisher. SF Chroni¬ 
cle; director. Say Area Council, 

David Weymouth: senior vice- 
president, Wells Fargo; president. 
Downtown Association. 

7, Most ol the money came in 
chunks of 3500; in 1979. ihe city T sS500 
individual campaign contribution limit 
applied to ballot initiatives. (In 1902, 
that limit was repealed after a court 
case in Berkeley set a precedenl 
against spending limits on proposi¬ 
tions. The limit, now $ 1 , 000 . still ap¬ 
plies to candidates J The $500 limit 
didn't stop the big companies from 
contributing huge sums; they simply 
used numerous legally separate cor¬ 
poral ions, employees and relatives. 

Example: 3500 from "Peck-Tooley 
California Front Land Development " 
at 3303 Wiishire Btvd,, Los Angeles; 
3500 from "California From Peck- 
Tooley Projects, 1 ' at 3303 Wiishire; 
3500 from William J. Peck. 3303 
Wiishire; SSOO from Claire Tooley, 3303 
Wiishire; $500 from The Tooley Con* 
parry, 3303 Wiishire. 

More; Walter Shorenstein, top SF 
developer. Is Chairman of Milton 
Meyer & Co., which gave £500; Russ 
Building Partnership, a Shore ns lein 
project, gave S5QQ; so did Pine and 
Kearny St, Joint Ventures (Milton 
Meyer/Mel Swig) and Merchants Ex¬ 
change Building (Milton Meyer), Still 
more; eight employees of Col dwell- 
Banker real estate contributed a total 
of £1,025; the firm itself gave £1.000 
(£500 from Co id we n Banker Residen¬ 
tial Brokerage; £500 from Cold well 
Banker Management Company). The 
campaign received £500 from Cahill 
Construction Co., and £500 each from 
seven Individuals named Cahill. The 
live men all were listed as employees 
Of Cahill Construction; two women 
described their occupations as 
"housewife,” 

£, A partial list of the £500 donors; 
Bank of the Orient, Barbary Coast In¬ 
vestment, Richard Blum (now Feirv 
stein's husband). Betty Bechtel, S, D, 
Bechtet, Jr,. Bechtel Power, California 
First Bank, William Coblentz 
(downtown attorney), Crocker Land 
Company, Crocker Bank, Crown- 
Zellerbach, Embarcadero Center. 
Foremost-McKesson. Evelyn P. Haas, 
Peter Haas, Walter Haas, Jr., Walter 
Haas (all of Levl-Strauss), Ron Kauf¬ 
man (developed- Robert Lurie (Giants 
owner), Macy’s California, Cyril 
Magnin, Metropolitan Parking, Pacific 
Telephone. Potlatch Corp., Per ini Con¬ 
struction, A, Cat Rossi, A, Cal Rossi 
Construction, Security Pacific Bank, 
Carole Shorenstem, Douglass Shor- 
enstein, Walter Shorenstein, Shoren- 
stein NederEander Productions, Shorerv 
stein Investment, J. Gary Shansby 
(Shaklee Corp.}. Soul hern Pacific, 
Standard Oil of California, Sumitomo 
Bank, United California Sank (now 
First interstate). 

9, Although her campaign 
statements del ail hundreds of small 
310 and £25 contributions (state law re¬ 
quires oniy that a candidate list con¬ 
tributors of £100 or more, but the 
mayor likes to list them all) the bulk of 
her financial support lies downtown. 
The 51.000 contribution limit did not 
apply for the recall, and FeinsteirYsbig 
backers pul fed out the slops; the cam¬ 
paign collected $15,000 from 49ers 
owner Eddie DeBartolo, Jr.. £14,500 
from Shaklee Corp; and $10,000 apiece 
from Bank ol America. Bechlel Power, 
Foremost-McKesson, Pacific Tele¬ 
phone, PG&E, Southern Pacific and 
Standard Oil, Transamerica gave 
£9,350. and Fier’39 Limited Partnership 
gave £5,500. Other big donations; 
£5,000 each from Crown Zellertsach. 
Olympia and York, Gerson Bakar Real 
Estate. Natdmas, and Swig. Weiller 
and Dinner Consultants, 

Major contributions to the 
November re-elect ion effort; $1,000 
from each of the following developers 
and construction firms: Aspen Group 
West, Dinwiddle Construction, 
Marathon Realty, San Francisco 
Developmeni Corp,, Walter Shoren- 
stem; £1,000 from San Francisco 
Federal Savings; $2,850 combined 
from 12 employees Of Peat, Marwick 
and Mitchell, accountants; Sl,0OQ from 
two top employees of Gal-Steam; £750 
from Richard Swig, Fairmont Hotel 
general manager; £950 from Shten 
Woo Kung, chairman of the Bank of 
Canton; £750 from Multi-Asian Proper¬ 
ties: £700 from Southern Pacific In¬ 
dustrial Development Company. 

10, Felnstein was thrust into the 
role of mayor unexpectedly, and under 
the worst of circumstances after the 
slaying of Mayor Georgs Moscone in 
1978, Yet her earliest actions signaled 
her administration’s wholesale sup¬ 
port for the downtown interests that 
had helped Per throughout her career 
as a supervisor, in her first two months 
in office, the mayor paid off a major 
debt to attorney William Coblentz 
(then of Jacobs, Sills and Coblentz and 
now Coblentz, Cahen, McCabe and 
Breyer) by paving Ihe way for the 
demolition of the City of Paris building 
and the con si ruction of Neiman- 
Marcus (Cobtenus client). She then — 
within the same week, Jan. 3rd-10th, 
1979 — pressured the Permit Board of 
Appeals to reverse Itself and approve 
the demolition permit on the Inter¬ 
national Hotel, and then abandoned 
Moscone s promise and helped turn 
over the Goodman Building to the 
Redevelopment Agency and developer 
Alan Wofsy. 

11, When PG&E (which, by the way, 
profits handsomely Irom Manhat¬ 
tan izal ion; dense high rise and BART 
are much more lucrative than spread- 
out residential customers) needed 
backers to help fight the campaign 
against Prop. K in 1982, six supes 
immediately leaped forward to en¬ 
dorse Ihe utility's campaign. The 
PG£E six: Dolson. Honglsfo, Kennedy, 
Kopp. Molinari, N elder. 
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GUARDIAN GRAPHIC BY LOU JS DUNN. 197S 


Cartoonist Louis Dunn draws a bead on the Urban Design 
Plan of 1971. Reporter Tim Redmond In the accompanying 
article draws a bead on the latest version, City Hairs 
Downtown Plan, which would allow developers to continue 
Manhattanization al the same explosive pace. 


POLITICS 

continued from page 15 

has, in fact, very little in it 
that would slow the continu¬ 
ing Manhattanization of San 
Francisco. The downtown 
business community has 
been virtually unanimous in 
its criticism of the citizen’s in¬ 
itiative, but has only kind 
words for City Hah’s plan. 
That, in itself, should be suf¬ 
ficient reason for anyone 
who wants to stop the 
Cham her-fueled Manhattan¬ 
ization to support Prop, M 
and to ignore the pleas of city 
officials who ask that the 
power to make these deci¬ 
sions not be tom from their 
hands. 

Tough going 

What’s particularly in- 
teresting this year, though, is 
that the downtown strategy is 
having much tougher going. 
In 1971, not a single super¬ 
visor would back the anti- 
highrise initiative. Eight op¬ 
posed it. This time, three 
supervisors have endorsed 
Prop, M, and the No on M 
campaign has been hard- 
pressed to line up endorsers. 
In fact, not a single major ci¬ 
ty official has thus far agreed 
to from the campaign, San 
Franciscans for Responsible 
Planning was forced to use 
Cyril Magnin, widely known 
as having strong business 
roots and few neighborhood 
connections (he lives in the 
Mark Hopkins Hotel.) 

With four weeks left 
before the vote, it’s begin¬ 
ning to appear as if the 
downtown strategy may have 
backfired. The Downtown 
Plan has drawn tremendous 
publicity — but, among 
other things, that publicity 
has made clear to San Fran¬ 
ciscans that highrise develop¬ 
ment presents a problem for 
the neighborhoods. And so 
far, downtown has not been 
successful in selling the Plan 
as the best solution to that 
problem. 


Several Bay Guardian ar¬ 
ticles over the past six weeks 
have shown that the Down¬ 
town Plan raises numerous 
questions that nobody in City 
Hall can answer. While the 
Plan freely admits that the ci¬ 
ty will have to “vigorously 
manage” the negative im¬ 
pacts of continued develop¬ 
ment, it says absolutely 
nothing about who will pay 
the costs of that “vigorous” 
management. 

The reason: the costs are 
phenomenal — at least S3.3 
billion for mass transit alone 
— and nobody, not develop¬ 
ers, not taxpayers, not the 
federal government — is go¬ 
ing to pour that kind of 
money into San Francisco’s 
transit infrastructure. 

Which shouldn’t surprise 
anyone who follows mass 
transit issues in San Fran¬ 
cisco. None of the projects 
discussed in the Downtown 
Plan are new; city planners 
have talked about them for at 
least five years. But, while 
highrise after highrise has 
been built, not one of the 
transit projects has pro¬ 
ceeded beyond a feasibility 
study. (See Transit chart.) 

Which leaves only one 
conclusion: the Downtown 
Plan is self-defeating. There 
is no way to fund the pro¬ 
grams it calls for to manage 
growth, so, by implication 
the city has no choice but to 
stop the growth called for in 
the Plan. 

During her campaign 
against last April’s recall at¬ 
tempt, Mayor Dianne Fein- 
stein collected the support of 
numerous neighborhood 
groups, political dubs and 
individuals who are now sup¬ 
porting the initiative. That 
has put the mayor in a no-win 
situation: If she opposes 
Prop. M — as her wealthy 
downtown backers are 
demanding — she will run 
the risk of alienating her 
neighborhood backers, and 
wrecking the fragile coalition 
she has built behind her. If 
she endorses Prop, M, her 


strongest allies — and biggest 
donors — will be infuriated. 

So far, her strategy has 
been to remain neutral, 
although it’s not clear how 
long that position can last. 
Feinstem, the Bay Guardian 
has learned, is under tremen¬ 
dous pressure from down¬ 
town to come out against 
Prop. M. So are several other 
elected officials. But at press 
time the No on M campaign 
has not been able to an¬ 
nounce an endorsement by 
the mayor or any of the 
supervisors. 

Further helping the cause 
of Prop. M has been the city 
planning department’s in¬ 
ability to orchestrate its own 


moratorium into law in time 
for the election. 

As the Bay Guardian 
pointed out in our Aug. 31st 
issue, the department has 
bungled its own moratorium 
proposal, issuing an environ¬ 
mental declaration on it 
before the ordinance itself 
was even written. That forc¬ 
ed the commission’s public 
hearing on the matter to be 
delayed two weeks — effec¬ 
tively ensuring that the Board 
of Supervisors won’t get to 
the matter until mid-Novem¬ 
ber. 

The “formula 
campaign” 

Don Solem and Asso- 



only the best 


Opemnq Soon 


WaMi for <jraiui opening 

ceoyorx. 


3872-a 24 St. 

San Francisco 


(ft7‘33Yt 


Fresh bagels 7 days a week 
Catering is our specialty 

Complete N.Y* style deli and, 
sandwiches to take out* 


dates, the firm hired to 
fight the initiative, has a rep¬ 
utation among local political 
observers for running “for¬ 
mula” campaigns. The 
firm’s textbook approach to 
modern high-priced 
campaigning involves the use 
of polls to determine the 
voters’ initial perceptions 
about the issue, and tailoring 
a strategy around accen¬ 
tuating the negative feelings 
and alleviating the positive 
perceptions about the in¬ 
itiative. The main weapon is 
slick, computer-targeted 
direct-mail literature, written 
with the exact poll-defined' 
perceptions of each demo¬ 
graphic section of the city in 
mind. A classic example was 
Solem’s 1982 campaign 
against Prop. K, the public 
power initiative. 

In this type of campaign, 
the Yes position always 
leads somewhat in the early 
polls. The big guns of the 
direct-mail campaign are 
held off until about the last 
four weeks before the vote — 
at which point four or five 
separate pieces of literature 
are mailed to almost every 
household where registered 
voters live, point by point at¬ 
tempting to demolish the 


measure. 

But sources close to the No 
on M campaign have told the 
Bay Guardian that Solem T s 
polls — taken in mid-Sep¬ 
tember — show a rather 
startling lead for the Yes on 
M positions — as much as 
two and a half to one. Fur¬ 
ther, the polls show that the 
media hoopla surrounding 
the Downtown Plan has con¬ 
vinced numerous voters that 
a serious crisis exists in city 
planning. But it hasn’t 
altogether convinced them 
ihat the Downtown Plan is 
the best solution. 

That leaves Solem in the 
apparently difficult position 
of having to sell the 
Downtown Plan to the voters 
as well as convince them of 
the problems with Prop. M. 

At presstime, Solem had 
not mailed a single piece of 
literature — in fact, it ap¬ 
pears the campaign may be 
falling somewhat behind 
schedule. 

None of this is reason to 
start opening the champagne 
bottles and declaring the end 
of Manhattanization. As one 
savvy observer put it, 
“Solem hasn’t got any prob¬ 
lems that money can't solve 
— and if he needs the money, 
he’ll get it.” ■ 



>7 IN AND OUT 
() OF PRINT 4 
(( BOOKS Y 

3/ A GENERAL USED ' 
W / BOOKSTORE 

f Paperback and Hardback 

40TIUDAH CORNER Of91hAVE. 
b&5~1TT8 

and/or track foi YCHtr ^ 


Open Jo 
Midnight 
Daily 


please call tor buying Knurs ■' ^ 


I books 


pjikrnpv JvjiUblr to 6 PM ioJjHljy. jnd Scirncr f*f |m 


SINGER 

FOY WINES 

Wine Tasting Bar & 

Retail Sales 

Featuring Kermit Lynch Wines 

In addition to our daily wine tasting we will be 
featuring these select groups of wine on the dates 
listed below: 

October 14 15; Premium N hones _ 

C6tc-R6rie, RostaiMg; f ?9 C6tc-R6ric, Champet; j 8o Chaicau- 
ncuf-du-Papc, r &2 Chatcaunctif-du-P.ipc Blanc, DomaINE DE VlHUX 
T£l#graphe (Bhunier); 'So Hermitage Btinc f Grippatj ’82 Con- 
dricu. Multi er. 



October 21 & 22:1981 While Burgundy _ 

Mcufsauk “Poruzots," "Blagny.*' "Chaanes,” i, Gencvricr&/' Jo- 
»akd; Meursauk “Rotigeots/ 1 Cqche-DuRV: Chablis "Ghapelocs," 
Raveneau. 

OpenTues.-Sun. 


For further information 


1821 Powell, 

North Beach 
between Greenwich & Filbert 989-0396 


19 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN, OCTOBER 12,1983 































THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN, OCTOBER 12,1983 


20 


NOE VALLEY 
HEALTH CLINIC 




SPECIALIZING IN HOMEOPATHY; 

A Eow-cosi t effective, drug less treatment of a wide 
variety of health problems for adults & children, 

1404 Church 
San Francisco 
641-5523 

insurance and Medi-Cal accepted 


Do You Know . . . 

Who inherits your property if you die 
without leaving a valid will? 

Your Attorney Can Help You Understand, 

David R. Gellman, Attorney at Law 

Franklin Sr,, San Francisco 102, 621-2966 


Your 

Scooter 



Shop 


★ AutomaticTransmisslon 

★ Easy to ride 

★ 85-100 + MPG 

1A1 0 „ . * Low, low maintenance 

101 South Park 

(near Moscone Center) 

543-6452 

Where Scooters a re our only business. 

Over 26 years of 
Scooter experience. It Feels Good to Scoot! 




rut nouit mncHiflE: 


in 


^ WITH THIS COUPON. 

GOOD SUN—THURS, 
O THE MONTH OF 
—3 OCT & NOV. 


*3 

OFF 


CXI 


THE BEST MOVIE YOU’VE EVER 
SEEN IS NOW SHOWING. ON YOUR 
OWN TV. UNEDITED. AT THE 
TIME YOU WANT TO WATCH IT. 
WITHOUT COMMERCIALS. SIMPLY. 
INEXPENSIVELY. _ 53 
NOW SHOWING 

WHEN YOU FrLwjSl § 

RENT THE ■ 

MOVIE 

MACHINE. . 

Ithe mouiE mncHihEfl 


Easy to use. Easy to rant, 0.95 per day. Sun-Thure(We*kond» 
Higher), Rant It hare: 


CHOI S HOME VIDEO 
1410 lombard 
DYNASTY VIDEO 
3042 BALBOA 

HOLLYWOOD HOME VIDEO 

2284 UNION 

HOME VI DEO STATION 

540 DAVIS 

HOUSE OF VIDEO 

1816 NORIEGA 

ONE STOP VIDEO 

2275 MARKET 

ON E-ST OF VIDEO 

3244 GEARY 

PACIFIC VIDEO EXPRESS 
1210 UNION 


THE DARKROOM 
043 IRVING 
THE HOLLYWOOD 
CONNECTION 
4390 MISSION 
THE HOLLYWOOD 
CONNECTION 
2150 IRVING 
THE HOLLYWOOD 
CONNECTION 
2605 SAN BRUNO 
VIDEO EXPRESS 
1636 IRVING 
VIDEO MOVIE CENTER 
5707 GEARY 
VIDEO PLAYHOUSE 
,217 SUTTER 


VI DEO LAND 

1051 BUSH 

VIDEOTEX 

241? MISSION 

VIDEOTEK 

419 COLUMBUS 

WHEN MOVIES WERE 

MOVIES 

2228 IRVING 


Quality VHS or 
BATA vldod 
players with 
recordings 
capabilities. 


The status of 15 highrises and seven 
transit projects to transport the 
new workers 
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BART to the S.F. Airport 

MUNI Metro Turnaround 

MUNI Metro - 4th/Townsend 
MUNI Metro - Geary Street 

1 MUNI Metro - Third Street 

S.P. to East Bay Terminal 

Light Rail to Marin County 

160 Spear St. highrise 

135 Main St. highrise 

IOI Mission St. highrise 

5 Fremont Center highrise 

One Sansome St. highrise 

580 California St. highrise 

456 Montgomery St. highrise 
555 Montgomery St. highrise 
Washington-Montgomery highri 
1175 Market St. highrise 

Pacific Gateway highrise 

IOI Market St. highrise 

25 Jesse St. highrise 

353 Sacramento St. highrise 
Convention Plaza 

IOI Montgomery St. highrise 

■In 1978, these 15 selected S 
highrise projects were all in tt 
tual” planning stage. Also in 1 
tual” stage — on the drawing 
speak — were seven major mi 
projects, projects that would t 
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:he “concep- 
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ielp alleviate 

the increased overcrowding and relieve the 
strain on existing mass transit systems that 
would occur when the buildings were com¬ 
pleted and thousands of new workers 
poured into them. 

CHART BY SFRG/BAY GUARDIAN 



YOUR TEETH are veiy important. 

Nothing else works as well for chewing food and . Reasonable fees 

enhancing your smile. I can help you maintain your 

oral health with a .personal approach tailored to your • Insurance accepted 

needs. » Saturday appointments 

My office is small, warm and friendly. The emphasis 
on prevention, and quality restorative care when * Nitrous oxide 

needed. Make your appointment today for an • Easy transportation 

inexpensive half-hour exam. 

Gary M. Kluge, D.D.S. 

1290 Chestnut at Van Ness 474*5232 



SPRING’S A COM IN’ 

Plant Tulip and Daffodil bulbs this 
Fall and just when you’ve had enough 
of Winter, they’ll burst into glorious 
bloom announcing Spring! 

THIS WEEKS SUPER SPECIALS 

•5 colors of Tulips-29c ea/$2.99 doz. 

► King Alfred Daffodi!s-39<tea/$3.99doz. 

• Bearded lris-15 colors-$ 1.59 pertubor/ 

>$5.00 

TOMMY’S PLANTS 

566 Castro Street (nr. 19th St.) 
863-1883 Open 7 Days 

Dozens of Other Varieties of Bulbs 
at low, low prices. 
























































































The highrises are up, but the transit 
projects never got off the ground 
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BART to the S.F. Airport 
MUNI Metro Turnaround 
MUNI Metro - 4th/Townsend 
MUNI Metro - Geary Street 
MUNI Metro - Third Street 
S.P. to East Bay Terminal 
Light Rail to Marin County 
160 Spear St. highrise 
135 Main St. highrise 
lOl Mission St. highrise 
5 Fremont Center highrise 
One Sansome St. highrise 
580 California St. highrise 
456 Montgomery St. highrise 
555 Montgomery St. highrise 
Wdshington-Montgomery highrise 
1175 Market St. highrise 
Pacific Gateway highrise 
lOl Market St. highrise 
25 Jesse St. highrise 
353 Sacramento St. highrise 
Convention Plaza 
lOl Montgomery St. highrise 
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■By 1983, each of the 15 highrise projects 
had been completed. Yet not a single one of 
the mass transit projects had gotten beyond 
a feasibility study. The reason: transit proj¬ 
ects are extremely expensive — and nobody 
wants to pay for them. And public officials 
in San Francisco allow highrises to spring 
up without requiring the developers to pay 
the increased transit costs their huge proj¬ 
ects create. 

■City Hall now admits in its Downtown 
Plan that these seven projects — as well as 
several more — will be needed to handle 


the increased burden on transit created by 
the level of highrise development planned 
for the next 17 years. Again, City Hall has 
made no provision for who will pay the 
costs — and they will be staggering: $3.3 
billion by the year 2000. 

■The conclusion: either our taxes soar — 
as much as $194 million a year — to pay for 
the projects, or (as has been the case since 
the highrise boom began) most of them will 
never get off the ground. And San Fran¬ 
ciscans will have to suffer the conse¬ 
quences: slower, more crowded mass transit. 


A SIMPLE 
MATTER OF 
PRIORITIES 



THE MOST, 
THE BEST, 
THE BRIGHTEST. 

wholesale / retail. 

POPULAR PRICES. 


SEE! ERA V. 

BE A D 


1163 MISSION. S.F. 


(BETWEEN 7=t0S STSJ 


BE PJ>5. AUSTRIAN ST2A5S CRYSTAL, FINDINGS. SUPPLIES 

(4IS/62)'Bld7) OPEN MOM-SAT ID-5* SUN 22-4 ZIP I WOi 



IFe 

SAFE-PROFESSIONAL 



FURNITURE STRIPPING 
AFFORDABLE FINISHING 

PROMPT SERVICE • PICK-UP & DELIVERY 

estimat! CALL:431-3464 

335 8th St. {at Folsom) 7:30-5:00 M-F 



NEW LOCATION 
3548 22nd St., San Francisco 

Between Dolores & Church 
Plenty of Free Parking 

Knitting & Crochet Classes 
Beginner to Advanced 
( 415 ) 285-0734 


THE 



CALENDAR 

An American History 
created by Howard Levine and Tim Keefe 
essay by Nat Hen toff 

* A day by day history of the increasing 
erosion of crvil liberties in the United 
States. 

* Each month illustrated by an original B&W 
photograph of 1984 culture in American 

* society, 

* Each month opens to IT * 34". 

Please send me__1984 Calendars 

at Si0.95 each. 

Total enclosed is S_ _in check or 

money order payable to: Point Blank Press, Ltd*, 
P.O, Sox 30123. Lansing, Ml 48909, 

Charge to my □ VISA □ MasterCard 

Charge Card #___ 

Expiration Date____ 

Signature _ 

Name _ 

Address __ 

CHy _ _ Stale_Zip_ 


"A piece of grim humor that Orwell would 
have enjoyed." .Bernard Crick 

(George Orwell’s biographer) 

’The appropriate calendar for 1984.” 

- USA Today 



April 

18 


1918^Hearings open on a Senate bill 
designed to extend military jurisdiction 
to the country at large, 

1972- Victor MurchcUi becomes the 
first American writer censored by a 
federal court, 'sec May 15) 

1973 - The Capitol Office safe of 
Sen. Lowell Weiekcr is burglarized. 


Qet n« Kick fro* Q\<ompy* 



...tty our muffas. 



Oakland QhK 

f Ftank.Un 

"■/urfc/i "‘dirwft' 


Utzh. 


a 




fS qo eeiL»twL 
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ACROSS 

Party Servers 
Bartenders 
Houseeleaners 
Breakfast in Bed 
Gardeners 


DOWN 

Singing Telegrams 

Magicians 

Handymen 

Caterers 

Photographers 


931-WHIM 

Whim Agency 

2148 Union Street, San Francisco, CA 



the GEL BED is,here 


AT SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
PRICES ^4 

10 DAY 

UUHF y tSAt.m 
-jr 1 i 


WE ARE THE BAY AREA'S 
FIRSTGELBED STORE 

IT'S A LIGHTWEIGHT BED 0/3 THE WEIGHT OF A 
WATER8ED). HAS DUAL CHAMBERS AND ADJUST¬ 
ABLE GELfSGFTORFlRM). IT USES CONVENTIONAL 
SHEETS. NO HEATING. NO MAINTENANCE, iS EASY 
TO MOVE, GREAT FOR APARTMENTS 


Tired of waves, heating bills, leaks and additives? 

convert your water bed to a Gel Bed! 

CONVERSION KITS COMING SOON 



SAN FRANCISCO 

not) Oti’jn Avenue 

585-3626 
SAN RAFAEL 

HI.) "A" Street 

453-3626 

ALBANY 

1120 Solano Ave 

527-3626 


REDWOOD CITY 

8.11 El ( amino Real 

364-3626 

PLEASANT HILL 

Wards Shopping ( enter 

825-3626 

SANTA CLARA 

2291 The Alameda 

984-3626 
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Cat) Us (or Prite S, Advicc.10-6 Monday-Saturday, 12-5 Sundav 




WEAVING 
KNITTING 
SPINNING 
& 

TAPESTRY 

821-2568 

3435 ARMY ST. New Hours 

behind Sears Produce T-W-F12-6 TH 12-8 Sat 10-5 


HAR-MONEY: Harvest Used Glass 

Containers, Newspapers & 

Aluminum Cans for Money . 

We buy color sorted jars and bottles, 
newspapers and aluminum cans.< Donations 
accepted also, as are items for Goodwill) 

Richmond Environmental Action 

249 Anza (near Masonic), San Francisco 
Daily 10*2 except holidays, For information call 387-3044 

COG1TO ERGO RECYCLO 


JUST HOW 
SECRETIVE IS 
SFS INVISIBLE 
GOVERNMENT? 

Try to find out anything about the 
Blyth-Zelierbach Committee 


BY CHESTER HARTMAN 


When Chester Hartman, author o/Yerba Buena: Land 
Grab and Community Resistance in San Francisco (1974) 
tried to find out something about the activities of the 
Blyth-Zelierbach Committee, a powerful group of local cor¬ 
porations and banks, he ran into a stonewall of massive 
proportions. Founded in 1956 by stockbroker Charles Blyth 
and Crown Zeller bach head J.D. Zellerbach , the Committee 
has played a central role in the Manhattanization of San 
Francisco. Among other things, the Blyth-Zeilerbach 
Committee provided important behind-the-scenes support 
for the development of Golden Gateway, Embarcadero 
Center and the downtown building boom. The Committee 
also founded and funded the San Francisco Planning and 
Urban Renewal Association (SPUR) from 1959 to 1982 , 

(See accompanying article on San Francisco *s power struc¬ 
ture.) Yet the Blyth-Zeilerbach Committee remains highly 
secretive and inaccessible to the public. Here is a brief 
excerpt from Hartman's forthcoming book t The Trans¬ 
formation of San Francisco, detailing the author's efforts 
to gain information about this publicity-shy group of local 
mo vers and shakers. 



book§eUei§ 


Noe Valley 

3910 Twenty fourth St. 
near Sanchez 
282*8080 


Richmond District 
2254 Clement St. 
corner of 24th Ave. 

668-6004 


n pen 7 d j v s a thveh 



SALE 


10% OFF on all futons when ordered 
with any wood frame. 

Pictured 6-layer futon plus 
slatted frame 100% solid wood 
—fir, redwood or pine with oif 
finish 


Single $150 Queen $224 
Double $195 King $270 

Other frames available: Norway Platform. 
Oriental Style Roll-Up Slatted. Humboldt Couch & 
Chaise-Bed In Oak & Aiderwood 




ZQM 


LJ 


2110 Vine St Berkeley 
M-Sat 10-5 30 Sun 12-5 


(415)549-3373 



Carved jewelry 
boxes 
$75-5450 


Next week! 

An interview 
with jazz 
singer 
Bobby 
McFerrin 


^VtAMAy 


Vitamins at Low Prices! 


Tues-Fri, 12-6, Sat 10-6 
1425 Irving SL at 15th Ave. 

564-8160 


BOTHERED BY NOISE? 



SCREEN IT OUT! 


Relax, work ana sleep Derter oy creating a soothing sound screen 
Detween you ana noise with a revolutionary new white noise' 
device simple vet sturdy, small (4 x61 single-speed machine 
handies most noise problems: deluxe 2* speed model handles 
more severe noise. 


Our futons are made of all-cotton staple batting 
with 100% cotton sheeting cover. 

8-layer Futon prices: Single $59 Double $89 
Queen $99 King $129 


•San Francisco 5501 California (at 17th Ave) 

387-9514 

► Berkeley/Oakland 6122 Telegraph (south of 
Ashby) 654-6202 

•San Anselmo 761 Sir Francis Drake Blvd (1 
block north of The Hub) 459-6283 




Open Monday through Saturday 10-6 Sunday 11-5 


■ 


ORDER NOW* ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 
30 DAY TRIAL OR MONEY BACK 


Make cfieck or money order payable and mail to. 

PEARKO, P-0. BOX 15566, San Francisco. CA 94115’0566 

□ Please ship _ single-speed mod el (s) {a $33 each. 

□ Please ship„ _ duahspeed model(s) @ S48 each 

Marne ______ 

Address^ _ ___ 

City _ 


, State_ 


. Zip. 


PLFasE PRtNT Allow 2-A weeks delivery sorry, no COD'S ILL approved 
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T he following lengthy description of 
my recent attempt to learn more 
about the committee and its work 
well illustrates its inaccessibility: In 
September 1982,1 addressed letters to the Of¬ 
fice of Public Affairs of the Crocker National 
Bank, Del Monte Corp., Wells Fargo Bank, 
Joseph Magnin & Co., the Bechtel Corp., 
Crown Zellerbach, Chevron-USA, Pacific 
Telephone and Telegraph, Fireman’s Fund 
Insurance Co., Levi-Strauss, Pacific Gas and 
Electric, the Bank of America and Southern 
Pacific, as well as a letter addressed to the 
Blyth-Zellerbach Committee, Office of the 
President, Bank of America (since it was 
known that in recent years, at least until the 
departure of B of A President A.W. Clausen 
to the presidency of the World Bank, the 
Committee was housed at the Bank of 
America). 


I wrote these companies* as I explained in the open¬ 
ing paragraph of my letter* in connection with book 
research and because the San Francisco Planning and 
Urban Research Association, in response to my written 
inquiry about its work and support, had described the 
extent of its financial support by the Blyth-Zellerbach 
Committee and suggested that I contact “the public af¬ 
fairs department of any of the City’s major banks or 
corporations for more information about the Commit¬ 
tee” Gutter, dated July 19* 1982 from Michael McGill, 
Research Director of SPUR). 


In these identical letters* I 
asked three questions: “1) 
What is the Blyth-Zellerbach 
Committee, its origins* com¬ 
position, leadership, and 
decision-making structure; 2) 
What organizations, other 
than SPUR, has the Commit¬ 
tee funded, and the sources 
of the funds from which it 
makes donations; 3) Its 
reasons for ending support of 
SPUR.” {The McGill fetter 
cited above noted that the 
Committee’s support of 
SPUR was ending after 
1982.) 

Crocker National Bank, 
the Del Monte Corporation 
and the Wells Fargo Bank 
never responded to my 
original Sept. 14, 1982 letter, 
despite followup letters sent 
on Oct. 15 and Nov. 19,1982 
— in all probability, few if 
any letters of inquiry sent 
three times to the public af¬ 
fairs department of a major 
U.S. corporation go com¬ 
pletely unanswered. 

Joseph Magnin (via Vice 
President Leo S. Cohen, in a 
letter dated Dec, 22, 1982) 
apologized for the delay, 


regretted he was “unable to 
obtain any information perti¬ 
nent to this project,” and 
suggested I contact SPUR 
again “and request more ex¬ 
plicit instructions regarding a 
source of information on the 
functions of the Blyth- 
Zellerbach Committee.” 

The Bechtel Power Corp. 
(via Asst. Mgr. Larry 
Thomas, in a letter dated 
Dec. 1, 1982) noted simply* 
“It is our preference not to 
participate in this effort.” 

Crown Zellerbach (via 
Judy Cross, Regional Mgr., 
Government and Public Af¬ 
fairs, in a letter dated Oct. 18* 
1982) noted “We have very 
little information on the 
Blythe [sic]-Zellerbach Com¬ 
mittee in our files” and that 
“1 understand from Mike 
McGill at SPUR that you 
have been referred to Ben 
Biaggini of Southern Pacific 
for details on the Blyth- 
Zellerbach Committee. I am 
sure he will be far more 
helpful than I could be on 
this subject. ” (The reference 
is to an earlier letter from 
McGill, dated Oct. 5, 1982, 


in response to my second let¬ 
ter to him, asking for further 
assistance In this search.) 

Chevron USA (via G.J. 
Kibler, Sr. Government Af¬ 
fairs Representative* In a let¬ 
ter dated Dec. 8, 1982) 
likewise apologized for the 
delay in responding and sug¬ 
gested I “contact the chair¬ 
man of the committee, Mr. 
B.F. Biaggini, Southern 
Pacific Co., San Francisco. ” 
Bill Steel* Chevron’s Public 
Affairs Manager for San 
Francisco, also phoned me 
on Dec. 9, 1982* told me my 
original Sept. 14th letter had 
been forwarded to Southern 
Pacific and that it was “their 


prerogative to answer”; 
when I asked who at SP my 
letter had been forwarded to* 
Mr. Steel declined to iden¬ 
tify the person as he “didn’t 
want to betray his con¬ 
fidence.” 

Bob Abbott of the Pacific 
Telephone and Telegraph 
public relations department 
phoned me on Oct. 27, 1982, 
referring me to Larry Hoyt, a 
Southern Pacific vice- 
president, saying that Hoyt 
had “directed” PT&T to 
pass on all inquiries to him, 
since they “don’t want to run 
around in different direc¬ 
tions.” 

Jan McLaury of the 


Fireman’s Fund Foundation 
phoned me on Oct. 7, 1982* 
saying my request had been 
passed on to her by her public 
affairs department. She in¬ 
formed me that to the best of 
the knowledge the Commit¬ 
tee was “a very select group 
of corporate movers and 
shakers. They get together 
for cocktails or breakfast and 
decide what to do.” She in¬ 
formed me that the 
Fireman’s Fund £7*500 por¬ 
tion of the Committee dona¬ 
tion for cultural planning in 
Yerba Buena Center had 
been transmitted by the 
Fireman’s Fund Foundation. 

Craig Applewhite* Ad¬ 


ministrative Assistant at the 
Levi-Strauss Foundation* 
wrote me (letter dated Oct. 4, 
1982), indicating my ques¬ 
tions “would be more ap¬ 
propriately addressed to the 
Committee itself*” whose 
address he gave as c/o Office 
of the President* Bank of 
America. A letter from me* 
dated Oct. 15, 1982, so ad¬ 
dressed, enclosing a copy of 
Mr. Applewhite’s letter, 
went unanswered; a Nov. 19, 
1982 followup was returned 
by the post office (although It 
had been opened)* stamped 
“not deliverable as address¬ 
ed; unable to forward; return 
continued next page 


Rated as among the best by San Francisco Examiner 
and San Francisco Magazine 



THREE LOCATIONS: 

EMBARCADERO #4 (On the Parkway} 

* SPECIA L Do wn to wn Office Delivery 
at our Embarcadero #4 Location 

781-1300 

500 HAIGHT (at Fillmore) 420 CASTRO (at Market) 

* NOW OPEN!! Sun-Thurs 11 AM-1AM 

Call 621-6700 for home delivery f r i <£ Sat 11 AM-3 AM 

Call 863 - 3900 for home delivery 

On display - a fine collection of antique toy cars revolving on a track 
and a rare collection of antique clocks 
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Cocktails 

Seafood 

and 

Continental 


Oyster Bar \ 

SILVER CLOUD ' jj 

1994 Lombard 
San Francisco, CA 94123 


Tel: 922-1977 


Bar & Restaurant 



THE fflOHER UlSre 


Vegetarian Restaurant 


NOW OPEN 
SUNDAY! 


5:30-8:30 PM 



$3.99 Six Course 
Dinner 

Every Sunday & 
Wednesday night 


12 Course 
Saturday Night 
Feast $6.95 

Open for lunch 



Closed Tuesday 
775 Fredrick St. (at Argueflo) 



155 Columbus Ave. 

Corner Pacific, NORTH BEACH 

434-3344 

Lunch & Dinner 

Superb Mexican Food 

Reasonably Priced 
Full Bar 

Original (1907) Flamed Mahogany Bar... 
creme de la creme, San Francisco Bar 
Book. 

Enjoy guitar music from 8PM-1AM on 
Friday & Saturday night & piano playing 
weeknights. 
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continued from previous page 
to writer,” A letter l sent on 
Dec. 3, 1982, to Mr* Apple- 
white, enclosing a photocopy 
of the returned missive and 
asking for further assistance, 
elicited a return phone call 
from him; he told me the Levi 
Strauss Foundation gave 
$10,000 to SPUR through the 
Blyth-Zellerbach Committee 
as its 1 * fiscal agent” and refer¬ 
red me back to SPUR’s Mr, 
McGill for further informa¬ 
tion* 

Distressed at having this 
letter so returned, 1 phoned 


the Bank of America and 
asked for the Blyth- 
Zellerbach Committee; after 
getting a classic run-around 
from the various offices I was 
referred to, all claiming not 
to know what I was talking 
about, I finally reached 
someone who acknowledged 
such an entity existed, and 
who informed me that only 
the president or chairman of 
the board could answer my 
questions* When i pressed 
further, I was told a Ray 
Tolman would phone me 
back, which he did a few days 


later, informing me that all 
information would have to 
come through SP’s Larry 
Hoyt* 

Pacific Gas and Electric 
(via Edmund C* Sajor, 
Director of Public Affairs, in 
a letter dated Sept. 20, 1982) 
indicated my letter had been 
forwarded to John Jacobs* 
Executive Director of the San 
Francisco Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and former Executive 
Director of SPUR. An Oct* 
15, 1982 inquiry to Mr* 
Jacobs asking if he would be 
responding to my inquiry on 
behalf of Mr. Sajor, and a 
Nov* 19, 1982 follow-up, 
went unanswered. So did my 
Oct* 15,1982 reply to Mr* Sa¬ 
jor, which noted that while 
Mr* Jacobs might be able to 
answer my third inquiry — 
about why the Committee 
was terminating its support 
of SPUR — he would not be 
in a position to respond to my 
first two questions, about the 
Committee itself* 

The Bank of America (via 
Vice-President Roland G* 
Ward, in a letter dated Oct* 
26, 1982) noted that A.W. 
Clausen, President of the 
Bank of America until 1981, 
had been chairman of the 
Blyth-Zellerbach Committee 
until that year, when he was 
succeeded by its present 
chairman, Mr, Biaggini of 
Southern Pacific, at which 
time "most of our B-Z Com¬ 
mittee records were turned 
over to Mr* Biaggim*” This 
letter, the sole attempt at a 
not totally evasive response, 
noted rather confusingly that 
the Committee was formed 
in the mid-1940s "as a loosely 
assembled but powerful 
last resource Of the mayor of 
the city to turn to when all 
other alternatives available to 
him or her have failed to ac¬ 


complish what the Commit¬ 
tee and the mayor mutually 
agreed was desirable for the 
city*” "From time to time,” 
Mr. Ward's letter went on, 
“the Committee is asked to 
undertake significant pro- 
bona [sic] initiatives where 
the front-line processes have 
failed to work*” Among the 
specific projects, BART, the 
city’s new performing arts 
center and funding for the 
San Francisco Strategic Plan. 
For further details, I was ad¬ 
vised to contact SP*s Mr* 
Biaggini. 

Finally, Southern Pacific’s 
response: a letter dated Oct* 
12, 1982, from L.H. Phelps, 
vice-president for public rela¬ 
tions, telling me he was 
interested in my book 
research; that “certainly any 
book on that subject should 
contain a reference regarding 
the Blyth-Zellerbach Com¬ 
mittee, vrith the clarification 
that it is but one of the many 
funding sources for 
economic research regarding 
downtown San Francisco”; 
followed by a paragraph tell¬ 
ing me the Committee was 
organized “a number of 
years ago by San Francisco 
business leaders to encourage 
orderly economic progress in 
the downtown business areas 
of the City” and has pro¬ 
moted various development 
organizations and programs 
over the years, including 
SPUR, but that "from time 
to time the Committee’s em¬ 
phasis changes*” The letter 
ended with the "hope [that] 
your continued research will 
be productive — leading to a 
book which can be helpful to 
business leaders in San Fran¬ 
cisco.” I wrote Mr* Phelps 
back on Oct. 17, 1982, asking 
ir he could be a bit more 
specific, as to the year the 


A' CAPPS niUMvK » 

SAN FRANCISCO’S Finest Italian 
Family Style Dinner Restaurant 

1600 Powell St. 089-2589 


~^r 


Le Demin© 

A French Restaurant & Bar 

“A wonderful 
out-of-the-way restaurant*” 

San Francisco Examiner 


2742 17th Street 
San Francisco 

for reservations call 626-3095 
Security Parking 
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Pizza Lovers! 
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Have you ever had green pizza? 

Try our unique pesto pizza. 

Sicilian Style, ^ 

Reg. dr Whole WheatCrust 

Thur^Tl AM Him hi A Sat It AM 11 PM* 

Sun Nik m M l*M 

221 -5486 Orders to go 
800 Stanyan St. ’Across from Kezar 0 


■a®' 

© 
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CLEOPATRA 

RESTAURANT 

& 

DELICATESSEN 

753-5005 

Catering for all occasions 

1755 Noriega 
at 25th Ave. 



FREE 

Southside Berkeley * 

2b 1 6 Du rant Ave 845-5353 

Northstde Berkeley 

1834 Euclid Ave. 843-5617 
Live music in the Subterranean 
8435360 


DELIVERY * 

EI Cerrito * 

11299 A San Pablo Ave 

234-4300 

Oakland* 

Mac Arthur Broadway 
Shopping Center 
653 1067 


I — — — — — — — ——— — — — — 1 * 

!| fcS* $1.00 off Medium Pizza 
■1 2 $1.50 off Large Pizza 

■a $2.00 off Party Size Pizza * 

Oflvfexpires Oct.3l. 1983 “ 

Pizza Pasta Beer Wine Juices 
Salads Sandwiches 

BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

LA VAL’S NORTHSIDE SUBTERRANEAN 

HAS UVE MUSIC-CHECK THE SOUNDBOARD 


Arguably 

The Most Delightful 

PIZZA 

In San Francisco Today 


Delicious & 
Elegant 
French 
Cuisine 


900 Stanyan 
665-5333 



LUNCH 

11:30-2 PM 

Full Dinners 
for $7.95 

Dinner 

Tues.-Thurs. & 
Sun. 

5-10:30 

Fri. & Sat. 5-11:30 
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UMi! 

IMp 


Committee was organized 
and by which business 
leaders, and which organiza¬ 
tions and programs other 
than SPUR it has promoted 
and helped finance. A curt 
reply from Mr. Phelps, dated 
Nov. 2, 3982, stated simply 
that “The Blyth-Zellerbach 
Committee does not chroni¬ 


cle its activities and 1 there¬ 
fore an unable to expand this 
information previously given 
to you." SP’s Larry Hoyt, to 
whom I had been referred by 
several others, in a followup 
phone call totally stonewalled 
on all my questions: “We 
don’t make that a matter of 
record.” ■ 


THE CITY 
PLANNING 
COMMISSION IS 
STILL HUSTLING 
HIGHRISES 

Eighteen years and 55 million square 
feet later.., 


BY KERRY DOLAN, TIM REDMOND 
AND BRUCE’ B. BRUGMANN 

A s a public body with commission¬ 
ers appointed by the mayor, the 
City Planning Commission is 
charged with overseeing the land 
use policies of San Francisco and is supposed 
to represent the diverse interests of all the citi¬ 
zens in the city. 

But whether the mayor is Republican businessman 
George Christopher, or liberal labor leader Jack 
Shelley, or corporate antitrust attorney Joseph Alioto, 
or liberal legislator George Moscone or wealthy Pacific 
Heights politician Dianne Feinstein — the mayors’ pol¬ 
icies and the majority of their appointees on the Plan¬ 
ning Commission ha''e been dominated by downtown. 
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An Item you won 1 ! so© In Heib Caen: Before and after In September of 1983: the historic Maskey Building at 48-52 Kearny 
Street goes down to make way for a 19-story headquarters building for Herb Coen's San Francisco Federal Savings *t Loan. 
Imagine how It will blend with the Crocker Center In the background. 


The Guardian has docu¬ 
mented this downtown influ¬ 
ence on City Hall in investi¬ 


gations and power structure 
research since 1968 (See Bur¬ 
ton Wolfed “Manhattan 


Madness,” page 28 and in 
this issue see Tim Redmond’s 
“The Politics of Manhattani- 
zadon” and “San Francisco’s 
Invisible Government,” 
pages 14 and 16.). But the elo¬ 
quent confirmation we like 
best comes from then-Mayor 
George Moscone, who had 
won election in 1975 on the 
Bay Guardian's anti- 
Manhattanization platform 
and had told the Bay Guard¬ 
ian and neighborhood 
groups he wouldn't allow' a 
single new high rise during his 


administration. 

Only days after he was in¬ 
augurated, Moscone began 
dismantling his anti-Manhat- 
tanization platform. By the 
time he was campaigning for 
re-election, he had aligned 
himself so closely to down¬ 
town and its Manhattaniza- 
tion policies that he became 
furious at a Chronicle edi¬ 
torial criticizing him and his 
planning commissioners for 
being “anti-growth.” 

Moscone was so angered 


that, on Nov. 7, 1978, he 
wrote a letter of protest to 
Richard Thierioi, the Chron¬ 
icle editor and publisher. 


Moscone’s “Dear Dick” let¬ 
ter, never published in the 
Chronicle but obtained and 
continued from previous page 


Come Celebrate With Us 
Old friends in a 
new location. 


Fabulous fruit waffles 
and pancakes, 
homemade soups, 
salads, 

vegetarian chili, 
charbroiled burgers... 


Breakfast served all day 
M-F 7:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Sal /Sun 8:30 am - 3 pm 
3222 AdeEEne St„ Berkeley 653^5555 


WHERE THE mi IS; 

"FARMHOUSE FRESH” 


iiS:' 


OPEN 7 DAYS - I l J 30a.m. to Midnight. 
FABULOUS FRESH SALADS * GREAT PIZZA & CALZONE 
WOUNDERFUL SOUPS * DELICIOUS QUICHE 
PASTA ' QUESADILLA - SCRUMPTUOUS DESSERTS * 
SANDWICHES * BEER * WINE * And much, much more.... 


*e&t bt wwi 


Lunch 11-3 PM 
Happy Hour 5-7 PM 
Well Drinks & Beer $ 1.00 
Hors D ’Oeuvres 
Monday Through Friday 


(Formerly Phillips) 

201 ninth Street Hoimrd) 

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 


Vietnamese, french and\ 
american food 

Arox-T/To/~ We Can Accommodate Up To 200 People For Luncheon 

For Information & Reseruations, Write or Call 552-3466 


Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 AM-3 PM 


Dinner Nightly 

4063 18th Street, San Francisco (415)863 0484 
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Picantq 


BERKELEY’S NEWEST, FINEST 
AND INEXPENSIVE TAQUERIA— 
FEATURING BURRITOS, 
TACOS &. FRESH SALSAS 

Latin Jazz Friday & Saturday 
9:00 p.m.-Midnight 


525-3121 every Friday & Saturday in October 



Pete Escovedo 

LOCATED AT I 328 6th ST — JUST 300 FEET SOUTH 
OF THE CORNER OF 6th & OILMAN IN BERKELEY, 

HOURS: Lunch: MorvSat,, Dinner: Tucs.-SjI. 



SAN FRANCISCO’S BEST TEAROOM 
1808 BALBOA 387-5606 


£ Q u f C/ 


A GENTLEMAN’S RELISH 
AND 

A LADY’S DELIGHT 



NOW SERVING 


DELECTABLE DINNERS 
NOW OPEN SEVEN DAYS 
Mon & Tues 11-5 Wed-Sat 11-9 
Sunday Brunch 10-3 


So 

£ 
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PIZZERIA UNO 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 


w m _ 

2200 \ YAT7\ 4is" 

Lombard St. yjly 563-3144 

RKSTAllRArfT AND bar 


FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
11:30 A M. - 1:30 A.M, 

^ SUNDAY 

12 Noon — 12:30 A.M. 

Eat in or take out 


MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 
11:30 A.M. - 12:30 A.M. 
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continued from previous page 
published in the Bay 
Guardian, stated the Chroni¬ 
cle and Examiner had "un¬ 
fairly and inaccurately” at¬ 
tacked his planning commis¬ 
sioners for being "anti¬ 
growth” and said he wanted 
to "set the record straight.” 

Moscone stated he wasn't 
anti-growth and offered as 
proof: (a) "not a single ma¬ 
jor project” had been turned 
down by “my planning com¬ 
mission”; (b) instead, eleven 
major projects have been ap¬ 


proved, and he gladly listed 
them; (c) the votes were "de¬ 
cisive” and he listed them, 
from the 7-0 vote on the mas¬ 
ter plan amendment to per¬ 
mit Pier 39 construction to 
the 7-0 vote for the Golden 
Gateway EfR. Then Mos¬ 
cone chided the Chronicle 
for saying the supervisors 
had often had to overrule the 
commissioners for “fear of 
severely crippling the city's 
chances for new or upgraded 
construction, commerce or 
jobs.” 



Metal Spinning Works Cafe 

Our deck is open from 10 A M *7 PM 

[Wea the r permitting) 

Restaurant open 8 AM -10 PM 

People who love to 
eat, love the ACME. 

Breakfast Lunch Dinner Brunch 

3917 24th St. Noe Valley 824-3555 



Changing Daily Pizza Specials! 


Delicious Neapolitan (thin crust) 
Pizza in an elegant atmosphere. 

All toppings & Avocado & 

Pomodorini Secchi 

3605 Balboa 221-9596 

11 AM-Midnight Noon-Midnight 

Mon.-Thurs. on Weekends 

Delivery available in Richmond District 



MEXICAN RESTAURANT 


NOE VALLEY'S answer to 
fine Mexican Cuisine. 

Authentic Mexican Food, Vegetarian 
& Seafood Dishes. 

Experience our Wine Margaritas & 
Pina Coladas! 


Dinner daily from 5 p.m 


4166 24th Street 

(betwn. Castro & Diamond) 


No, Moscone wrote 
proudly: "Since January, 
1976, when I took office, the 
Board of Supervisors has 
NEVER [Moscone underlin¬ 
ed and capitalized the word] 
overruled the Planning Com¬ 
mission on any downtown or 
other major development,” 
("Mayor Moscone’s Private 
"Dear Dick* letter to the 
Chronicle publisher,” Bay 
Guardian, 2/8/79.) Moscone 
even asked the Chronicle for 
an apology for making su ch a 
charge in print. 

Before and after Moscone, 
mayors and planning com¬ 
missioners and supervisors 
have followed the Manhat- 
tanization line almost as as¬ 
siduously. 

For example, Shelley's 
planning commission put 
Manhaitanization into high 
gear in 1967 by adopting a 
zoning plan that would have 
allowed the tallest buildings 
in the world. The program 
was originated by the San 
Francisco Planning and Ur¬ 
ban Renewal Association 
(SPUR) and then promoted 
by a special “Downtown Ad¬ 
visory Committee” that ad¬ 
vised the zoning plan's 
author, Peter S. Svirsky, a 
senior planner from New 
York City. (See Burton 
Wolfe’s 14 Manhattan 
Madness,” page 28.) 

The advisers: Architect 
John Bolles of the Down¬ 
town Association, Francis V, 
Keesling of the Chamber of 
Commerce, realtor Walter 
Shorenstein of the SF Real 
Estate Board; contractor 
John Cahill of the Building 
Owners and Managers, S.C. 
Worthington of Pacific Tele¬ 
phone and SPUR and At¬ 
torney Jake Ehrlich, 

Mayor Alloto and the 
Planning Commission then 
promoted the program's 
logical 1971 successor, the 
Urban Design Plan, as a far 
more reasonable alternative 
to Alvin Dusking "extreme” 
anti-high rise initiative. Al¬ 
though the city’s plan was 
pul forth as a growth-limit¬ 
ing measure, it in fact guar¬ 
anteed that Manhattaniza- 
tion would continue with lit¬ 
tle interruption. 

Feinstein early on in her 
regime showed her real Man- 


hattanizafion colors by re¬ 
placing two of the commis¬ 
sion's highrise opponents — 
Charles Starbuck and Ina 
Dearman — with two reliable 
votes — C. Mackey Salazar 
and Jerome Klein. Her cur¬ 
rent crop of commissioners 
have followed suit by never 
denying a single large de¬ 
velopment. 

Even though they are at 
the key juncture on deciding 
the future of the city, the 
commissioners say little at 
meetings and ask few ques¬ 
tions. Their votes aren’t re¬ 
corded and there’s no way to 
determine their precise 
voting records. There are no 
official biographies of them 
available at the commis¬ 
sion. They don’t give out 
much information on 
themselves, and rarely grant 
interviews. 

Not one commissioner has 
publicly supported Prop. M. 
However, the Chamber of 
Commerce forces have hustl¬ 
ed up four planning commis¬ 
sioners to sign a ballot argu¬ 
ment against M at a time 
when the Chamber couldn’t 
get a single supervisor to sign 
a ballot argument or come 
out publicly against M. 

The four commissioners 
(President Toby Rosenblatt, 
Vice-President Yoshio Naka- 
shima, Klein and Salazar) 
have stated in their ballot 
argument that the Down¬ 
town Plan will take care of 
the city’s problems. The 
argument says the Plan “ad¬ 
dresses the issues.” But the 
argument doesn’t acknowl¬ 
edge (a) the Plan’s goal 
of continuing Manhat- 
tanization; (b) its effect of 
allowing up to 100,OCX) more 
persons into downtown San 
Francisco by the year 2000; 
(c) its $3 billion plus tab for 
transit costs alone to accom¬ 
modate the new hordes of 
commuters. 

This huge new price tag 
comes on top of an aston¬ 
ishing leap forward in the ci¬ 
ty’s growth rate during the 
Feinstein era: more than 14 
million square feet of high- 
rise office space in the past 
three years compared to a 
previous history of adding 29 
million square feet over the 
past 17 years, according to ci¬ 
ty planning department fig- 




"A combination of magical environment and 
wonderful food! 

i have made a selection of inexpensive and 
interesting dishes from around the world. These will 
be cooked to order using all fresh ingredients. 

In designing the Caffe I felt that a simple 
environment would be the most relaxing and will 
enhance the monthly exhibits of art, thus promoting 
the work of local artists. 


Open nightly from 5:30-11:30 PM for 
dinner. Saturday & Sunday brunches 
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: tmd Insurance Building at 580 
Philadelphia^ 

Independence Had (L); Gone: Replaced by a Gerald Hines/ 


Phillip Johnson blockbuster (r.). 

ures. 

Who wrote the commis¬ 
sioners’ ballot statement? 
Who asked them to sign it? 
Why did they sign it? Why 
did they go out of their way 
to sign a ballot argument 
continuing pdlmell Manhat- 
tanization, with no account¬ 
ing for who would pay the 
costs? The Bay Guardian 
tried to call the four commis¬ 
sioners, They wouldn’t come 
to the phone and they 
wouldn’t call back. We mail¬ 
ed them a set of questions. 
No answer. 

The Planning Commission 
is standing on its record. 

The Commissioners 

Susan Bierman is the one 
remaining “neighborhood” 
appointee of George Mos- 
cone. She is also the only 
commissioner who regularly 
votes against highrise proj¬ 
ects, and virtually the only 
one who regularly questions 
the environmental impact re¬ 
ports on those projects. She 


is the only appointed com¬ 
missioner who didn’t sign the 
No on M ballot argument. 

Appointed: 2/2T76 (Moscow); reap- 
pointed: 3/17/81 (Felnstein). 

Mailing address: 1529 Shrader 
{Haight), 

Source of income: rental of farm land 
In Fremont, Nebraska {over SI0.000 a 
year) 

Investments: none. 

Interest in real properly: 1943-1945 
Turk: value at equity: more than 
$ 100 , 000 , 

Jerome Klein was ap¬ 
pointed in 1981, during Fein- 
stein’s shake-up. He is a busi¬ 
ness representative for the 
Hospital and Institutional 
Workers Union Local 250. 
When Klein was appointed, 
he said that he opposed "The 
Manhattanization of San 
Francisco/’ but nevertheless 
has voted in favor of nearly 
every major highrise project 
and — like most of the rest of 
the commission — rarely 
challenges developers or their 
projects. Lately, Klein has 
taken to grandstanding at 
commission hearings — in¬ 
voking the Talmud as a justi¬ 
fication for approving a 


Chinatown highrise condo 
project, pacing about during 
testimony, and ignoring 
speakers whom he doesn’t 
want to hear. 

Appointed: art 2/BI (Feinstein). 

Mailing address: 240 Golden Gate, 

Source of income: Hospital and insti¬ 
tutional Workers Union Local 250. bus- 
mess representative {more than 
ST 0,000 a year). 

Investments: PGfiE {common stock, 
value: SI .000-SI 0,000), Mission Na¬ 
tional Bank {common stock, value: 
SI,000-510,000). 

Interest In real property: none, 

Yoshio Nakashima is the 
com miss ion v i ce-president. 
He works as a dentist, and 
tends to be the most harried 
of the commission members. 
He has been known to ask 
neighborhood groups to limit 
their testimony so as not to 
drag meetings on into the 
night. He refused to talk to 
2 the Bay Guardian because, 
" he said, he is “too busy.” 

Appointed: 9/2/77 (Moscone); reap- 
pointed: 1/20/02 {Felnstein). 

Mailing address: 30 Ordway (Excel¬ 
sior). 

Source of Income: associafe ol Nor¬ 
man Choy. D.D-S, (more than $10,000 a 
year). 

Investments: Sumitomo Bank 
{SI,000 to $10,000); Time Savings and 
Loan: ($1O,0OO-$1QO,QOO); Green 
Meadows Partners Ltd. (apartments. 
£10,000-$ 100,000); Sycamore Investors 
{apartments, $10,000-$ 100,000). 

Interest In real property: dental 
equipment ($10,000-Si00,000). 

Toby Rosenblatt is the 
commission president. Ap¬ 
pointed by George Moscone 
as a representative sympa¬ 
thetic to developers and 
downtown, he is on the exec¬ 
utive committee of SPUR 
and is a member of the Cit¬ 
izens Waterfront Advisory 
Committee, which was active 
in opening up the waterfront 
for development, 


Rosenblatt’s economic in¬ 
terest statement lists a Pacific 
Heights address and shows 
several investments, but indi¬ 
cates no income to speak of 
for 1982, The only item listed 
in the income category is 
“directors fees” of between 
S250 and $ 1,000 for the Mor¬ 
ris Plan Co. He describes his 
occupation as “business con¬ 
sultant,” Rosenblatt refused 
to return numerous Bay 
Guardian calls requesting he 
explain the source of his in¬ 
come and disclose the names 
of his clients. 

Appointed: 212176 (Moscofls); reap 
painted: 1/17/79 [Felnstein) and 2/9/83 
(Feinstein). 

Mailing address: 3409 Pacific. 

Investments: American General 
Carp., (convertible debentures, value 
more than $100,000). Great Western Fi¬ 
nancial Corp, (common slock value 
SI0.000 to $100,000). 

Interest in real property: none. 

Clarence Mackey “Butch” 
Salazar is a Mission District 
attorney, appointed by Fdn- 
stein in her 1979 shake-up. 
Salazar doesn’t list his home 
address on his disclosure 
form; under mailing address, 
he simply wrote “city plan¬ 
ning commission.” 

Salazar’s disclosure state¬ 
ment lists loans of more than 
S 10,000 apiece from each of 
eight local banks. He is a part¬ 
ner in four “real estate invest¬ 
ment and development” 
firms and owns three build¬ 
ings on Mission Street, We 
called to ask him about the 
more than S 100,000 he has 
outstanding in loans, but he 
didn’t return our calls. 

Appointed: 3/12/81 (Feins letn) 

Mailing address: Not listed. His law 
firm, however, is located at 2390 Mis- 


PISA 

SPAGHETTUASAGNE, RAVIOLI 
CANNELLONI, VEAUEGG PLANT 
PARMIGIANA 


Tilt CUT 


FMO-Ciil 


626-1250 il 


Try our daily specials 

for Lunch & Dinner 

We have delicious omelettes 


11:30 AM TO 1:00 AM 517 CASTRO, SF 

(CASTRO &18TH) 



Incredible Smoked Pastrami • The Finest New York Cheesecake 


The Seltzer Sister's Egg Cream and Spritzers 

The Best Jewish Homecooking in Town 

Blintzes only a mother could hate. 

On the way to the beach, park or zoo, pick up lox, bagels & 
corned beef for lunch or brunch and some for dinner, tool! 

2445 Noriega (at 32nd Ave,) Open B-6 _ closed Mondays 56 6- 3032 


sion. 

Source Of income: unaco Corp,. 
2390 Mission (real estate consultants 
and developers, income more than 
$10,000): c. Mackey Saiazac 2390 Mis¬ 
sion (private law practice, income more 
than $10,000], 

Investments: Alexander and Baldwin 
Corp, (common stock, value $1,000 to 
SI0,000); Mission National Bank (com¬ 
mon stock, value more (han Si00,000); 
El Dorado Development Associates 
{general partner, value $10,000 to 
$100,000); Salazar Associates Limited: 
Partnership (general partner, value 
$10,000 to $100,000); Lanaco Asso¬ 
ciates (general partner, value $10,000 to 
$100,000); Phoenix Bay Area Associ¬ 
ation (partner, value $1,000 to $10,000). 

Interest in real properly: 2390 Mis¬ 
sion, (general partner, value of Inter¬ 
est, $10,00010 $100,000); 2832 Mission 
(general partner, value of interest 
$10,000 to$l00,000), 

Loans: More than $10,000 from each 
of the tallowing: Bank of California, 
Weils Fargo, Union Bank, Crocker Na¬ 
tional. Bank of America, Herman 
Behn, First Interstate Bank, California 
National Bank, Hibernia Bank Proles 
sionat Sponsoring Fund. Denande Con¬ 
struction Company 

Gifts: Two tickets to the Democratic 
Parly fundraising dinner {value; $1,000). 
Donor: Developer Walter Shorenstein. 

Also serving on the com¬ 
mission arc representatives of 


the Public Utilities Commis¬ 
sion general manager and the 
city’s chief administrative of¬ 
ficer. PUC Czar Rudy 
Nothenberg, a former Fein- 
steln deputy major, rarely at* 
tends commission meetings; 
neither does CAO Roger 
Boas. Representatives of 
these two officials who sit on 
the board are not required to 
file economic interest state¬ 
ments, In effect, however, 
these two are simply the per¬ 
sonal representatives of the 
mayor; Nothenberg, who 
sends former Muni planner 
Douglas Wright as his desig¬ 
nate, and Boas, who sends 
architect Norman Karasick, 
are both close allies of Mayor 
Felnstein. Their representa¬ 
tives never vote against the 
majority, and rarely question 
any projects. ■ 
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Sushi Gen 


SUSHI BAR 

MESQUITE CHARCOAL 
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TEMPI RA 

DINNER SERVED NIGHTLY 
5:30 to 10:45 PM 

RESERV ATIONS ACCEPTED 

424k 18lh Street, San Francisco 

864-2197 
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MANHATTAN MADNESS 

Must San Francisco 
choke itself to death? 


JAPANESE CUISINE & SUSHI BAR 
BEST SUSHI DEAUN TOWN! 

$10.95-16 pieces of Sushi plus Soup 

We have daily speclalsfor lunch & dinner 
at prices you can afford. 

Lunch 11:30-2:30, Eat In/Take out 

Dinner 5-10 1283 9th Ave. (at Irving) 

Closed Sunday 566-1770 


BRING IN THIS AD 

FOR A COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE WITH DINNER 

_____ / 



Good Karma 


Natural Food Restaurant 


Dr. Rina integrates the flavor of East and West 


Golden Tempura 

Nine Curry 

Tofu Dinners 

Herbal Teas 

Wok-Fried Vegies 

and HotChai 

Nitely Specials 


Live Dinner Music 

Open Daily 

at 

5 1 p.rru 

18 th & Dolores 

621-4112 

San Francisco 



CHEESE PIZZA 

MINI 
a. 75 

SMALL 

3.50 

MEDIUM 

6.25 

LARGE 

9,35 

EACH ADDITIONAL INGREDIENT 

.30 

.50 

.60 

70 

SUNSET SPECIAL 

5.00 

6.75 

9,75 

1275 

CHOOSE FROM: 

LEAN BEEF * ITALIAN SAUSAGE * CAXADLYN BACON * SALAMI * 


FEPPERONI . ANCHOVIES • MUSHROOMS • TOMATOES • 
BELL PEPPERS - OLIVES • ONIONS . JALATENOS • 


PIZZA SLICES * HOT DOGS * CHIU DOGS * CHIU * SOUP * 
7-FOOT SALAD BAR * OVEN HOT SANDWICHES * 


SOFT DRINKS * SLUSH PUPPIES * BEER * WINE * COFFEE 


VIDEO GAMES * SPORTS NETWORK ON CABLE TV - 


A DIFFERENT SPECIAL EVERY DAYT COME BY AND CHECK! 


ROBERTO'S SPECIAL: 

HOT DOG OR SLICE * SOUP OR SALAD * MED. DRINK * ICE CREAM 
JUST 82.99 ANY DAY ANY TIME 


HAPPY HOUR: DAILY A-fl P.M. - PITCHER OF DRAFT BEER JUST S3.0G 


HAVING A PARTY? CALL UST 
WELL TAKE CARE OF FOOD. DRINKS Ar DESSERTS!! 

EB AVOID WAITING CALL AHEAD 2 


BY BURTON H. WOLFE 

© 1 96S Bay Gua rdian Co. , foe. 

The Bay Guardian kicked off its Manhattanization 
editorial campaign in our prototype issue in 1965 with 
a Ted Rasmussen cartoon; a boy and his father look¬ 
ing out from the Top of the Mark in AD 2000 and see¬ 
ing no bay and no ocean, In our June 18,1968 edition. 
Burton H. Wolfe’s four-part series on BAR T laid out 



Aft upstair* restaurant - 1770 Haight - Sart Francisco » 22! 0&33 



^ ARKANSAS STYLE * 

JIGKOKY PI. 
RESTMM.Y 

651 DIVISADERO ST. 

(between Grove & Hayes, S.F.) 

EAT HERE! TAKE OUT! 
DELIVERY! 

Call fora change — Succulent 
BBQ Ribs and Chicken & Beef 
delivered hot to your door! 

["””irwlTHTHis7o"""" 

| LINK SANDWICH WITH COLE SLAW* 

w Min. $7.50 order 

| * * One per order, expires Oct, 15/83 

346-9210 


346-9210 


'SPECIAL DOWNTOWN OFFICE DELIVERY FROM 11 A.M. 

Lunch & Dinner Daily 


for the first time how the city’s invisible government 
had put together a plan to make San Francisco into a 
second Manhattan. Excerpted below is his first article: 
“Manhattan Madness — Must San Francisco Choke 
Itself to Death ? ” His articles produced the term Man¬ 
hattanization and the Bay Guardian subsequently 
helped popularize it. 

R oger Lapham, Jr,, dapper son of a 
former mayor, sat in his plush of¬ 
fice on the 32nd floor of San Fran¬ 
cisco’s Wells Fargo Building, “ tall¬ 
est in the West,” 

“The end result of BARTD [Bay Area Rapid Transit 
District] is that San Francisco will be just like Manhat¬ 
tan,” he said, gazing past his opulent furniture and 
modem paintings out the window toward a stupendous 
view of the bay. 


Lapham, president of the 
insurance brokerage firm of 
Alexander, Sexton & Carr of 
California, has been one of 
the most influential members 
on BARTD’s board of direc¬ 
tors in its formative years. He 
and other key movers of 
BARTD in the local business 
community have pushed the 
rail transit system as the 
means of transporting an 
ever greater number of com¬ 
muters from an ever widen¬ 
ing area to a forest of gigantic 
skyscrapers in San Francisco. 

They have an organization 
called the Downtown Ad¬ 
visory Committee to carry 
out the plan. It represents the 
Chamber of Commerce, the 


Real Estate Board, the 
Downtown Property Owners 
and Building Association, 
the Building Owners and 
Managers Association, the 
Pacific Telephone Co. and 
other big corporations. 

The 43-story, $20 million 
Wells Fargo Building that 
Lapham’s Firm occupies at 
the corner of Market and 
Montgomery, key BARTD 
station stop, was the First 
constructed under the busi¬ 
nessmen's plan to Manhat- 
tanize San Francisco. The 
Crocker Citizens Bank Is fol¬ 
lowing suit across the street 
with a $20 million, 38-story 
building that has, like the 
Wells Fargo Building, an un- 



































































Cartoonist Dan 0*Hm t under the pseudonym A. A. 
McCormack, zeroes In on BART In the June 18,1068 
Guardian. 


derground concourse leading 
to the BARTD subway. The 
Bank of America is outdoing 
the other two banks with a 
$92 million, 52-story world 
headquarters, announced in 
these orgiastic terms: 

Up, up and away 

“The architects designed 
an office tower building 
which, located as it is in the 
midst of San Francisco's tall¬ 
est buildings, will be the apex 
of the visual composition of 
the skyline. Seen from the 
bay, there is a gradual build¬ 
up of forms “they grow in¬ 
creasingly higher as they 
reach the center, where the 
new Bank of America World 
Headquarters will rise to a 
visual climax.” 

Not for long. Manhattan's 
Rockefellers plan to put up 
an Embarcadero Center, in¬ 
cluding office buildings that 
are 25,45 and 60 stories {718 
feet) high. North Waterfront 
Associates, with Lapham as 
president, is trying to slap a 
17-acre, S100 million barrage 
of concrete and glass, called 
the International Market 
Center, along the face of 
Telegraph Hill, A luxury 
apartment is to be built along 
Mount Olympus, rising 40 
feet above the street level and 
obstructing the panoramic 
view to the north. 

Elsewhere, real estate 
operators, business opera¬ 
tions and labor unions are 
planning to Till San Francisco 
full of high-rise structures. 
Eventually, when enough of 
BARTD is completed to 
transport adequately the 
continued next page 


THE FIRST 
VEGETARIAN 
RESTAURANT 
IN CHINATOWN 

LUNCH 
DINNER 
COCKTAILS 
BANQUETS * 

11:30 AM-9 PM Closed Monday 

LOTUS GARDEN RESTAURANT 


532 GRANT AVE. S.F. 

TEL: (415) 397-0130 (415) 397-0707 





Restaurant & Bar 
Russian & Jewish Cuisine 

“Elegance in an Old World atmosphere ” 


20% off Dinner 

with coupon 


673-9733 

339 Ellis Free Parking 

next tO Airporter (except Saturday eve.) 

Live band & dancing on Saturday night. 


Coming next week in the Bay Guardian 

Touring the new (and old) 
Santa Cruz 


735 

c Pot&- 


featuring 

Bud’s Ice Cream 

Chinese & Vegetarian Food 

here or to go 

Dinners under $ 5.00 

We use fresh ingredients, natural 
spices & absolutely NO M.S.G. in 
our food. Cooked to order in 
front of you. 

1243 9th Ave. °P en 15 =30-9:30 

1 he*ween Lincoln & Irving) 665-2833 

Beer & Wine 
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ANCHOR 




SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
LUNCH & DINNER 
TWILIGHT SPECIAL NIGHTLY - $6.95 
5:00—6:30 p.m. 

Your Choice of: 

FILLET OF SOLE MEUNIERE 
SAUTEED CALAMARI 
CRAB & SHRIMP CURRY 
RED SNAPPER 

Your Entree Selection Includes Your Choice or Soup or 
Salad, French Bread, Rice or Home-Cut Fries and Fresh Vegetables. 

Complimentary giass of wine 
and tea or coffee 

Our complete menu includes a large variety.of 
fresh seafood deliciously prepared. Our delightful 
atmosphere and superb service make for 
exquisite dining, 

open: Tues. - Sat. 151 Noe 

lunch: 11:30 - 3:00 (conn* Henry) 

dinner: 5 — 10 pm 863-0374 

Sunday: 5 - 10 pm Closed Monday 


MEET ME AT THE ATHERTON ( 



685 Ellis Street at Larkin 474-5720 


ANYTIME'S A GOOD TIME 
TO VISIT THE ATHERTON 

THE ONLY PLACE IN THE CIVIC CENTER AREA 
WHERE FOOD AND FULL LIQUOR SERVICE 
IS AVAILABLE FROM DAYBREAK TILL 10 P.M, 

# Cozy banquet room for small parties 
• Friendly service at modest prices 
• Pleasant relaxed, comfortable setting 
Unbeatable breakfasts &: great weekend brunches 
'Everybody's favorite luncheon spot . Long t leisurely 
din iters, or quick service before a show 


THE ABBEY ROOM 

COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

OPEN DAILY UNTIL 2:00 AM. 
'ECCLESIASTICAL HOUR J ' FROM 5 to 7 PM. 

$1 COCKTAIL HOUR Gc 
COMPLIMENTARY MORS D OEUVRES 

JUST THE RIGHT PLACE FOR AN INTIMATE NIGHTCAP 

Mention thts DAY GUARDIAN ad to your waiter 
for a courtesy giass of wine with your meat 
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Lay some ZZZZ's away 
Well gift wrap them. 



Right now* yon can use our 60 -day lay-away to treat yourself or 
someone special to a warm snuggle Christmas morning. 

All Scandia Down* Lay aways will be beautifully gift wrapped* and 
ready For giving or receiving* 

To compliment our fine down comforters there's a choice selection 
of decorator linens, quilted down robes and matching booties. 

Mate this Christmas extra special. * 
a Scandia Down lay-away today. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
1596 California St. 

3 Embarcadero Ctr. 

928-5111 392-0522 
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continued from previous page lead paragraph of the sim¬ 
plistic story was worse: 

people who will commute tb “The Supervisors have 
and from this towering mass narrowly rejected a proposal 
of concrete, local business- t0 turn $ an Francisco’s 
men plan to go all-out to cen^, downtown into another 
vert San Francisco into Man- ^Manhattan island.” 


hattan. 

Recently, San Franciscans 
have become confused on 
this subject by a fight on the 
Board of Supervisors ovei 
the density of buildings to be 
permitted under a new zon¬ 
ing plan* The Downtown 
Advisory Committee’s 
spokesmen on the Board, 
James Mailliard and 
Dorothy von Beroldingen, 
thought they could engineer, 
without opposition, a zoning 
ordinance calling for the 
densest concrete jungle in the 
world* Two young super¬ 
visors, Robert Mendelsohn 
and Ronald Pelosi, put to¬ 
gether the votes to beat them, 
and the San Francisco Exam¬ 
iner headlined: 

“Supervisors Vote 
Against High Density,” 

That was incorrect and the 


Patently false 

This Is patently false: All 
the supervisors did was to al¬ 
ter a proposed building ratio 
(the footage of building floor 
space for every foot of land 
on one’s lot) from 16:1 to 
14: l in a downtown area that 
is right now less than 14:1 * By 
adding concourses for the 
BARTD subway and other 
amenities, however, a builder 
can increase his ratio to 24:1 
—24 feet of floor sp^ce for 
every foot of his lef . 

As City Planning Director 
Allan B. Jacobs told me, 
“the zoning plan makes it 
more difficult in some cases 
to create Manhattan, but not 
impossible*” For example, 
Jacobs said, the Wells Fargo 
Building would have been cut 
down by several stories be- 


When one call stands between you and work 
be sure you can trust your telephone service 

626-1118 

GRAND 

CENTRAL 

ANSWERING SERVICE 

519 CASTRO ST 24 hrs* per day 

S*F t CA 94114 7 days per week 
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cause the plot of land on 
which it sits would not be big 
enough for the ratio to add 
up to its present height. But 
the 52-story Bank of America 
building, Jacobs pointed out, 
can be constructed even 
higher than it is now under 
the new zoning plan* 

In fact, the tallest struc¬ 
tures in the world can and un¬ 
doubtedly will be built under 
this new zoning plan* When 
they are completed, a large 
part of San Francisco will 
look and function much like 
Manhattan* 

And it is BARTD that will 
make this more inevitable by 
bringing more people, much 
faster, into San Francisco 
just as the subway does into 
Manhattan. 

This is what James Bailey, 
senior editor of Architectural 
Forum, meant when he wrote 
in his magazine’s June 1966 
issue: “BARTPb is more than 
transportation — it is the 
largest single act of urban de¬ 
sign currently underway in 
the U*S*” 

The design began in the 
early 1950s, when San Fran¬ 
cisco business leaders started 
to ponder how they could ex¬ 
pand their commerce center 
of the West and make more 
money within the confines of 


what is geographically a 
small city. They also were 
concerned, quite under¬ 
standably, about the trend 
toward decentralization. 
More and more shopping 
and finance centers were be¬ 
ing built down the peninsula 
and across the Bay in Ala¬ 
meda and Marin counties, 
making it unnecessary for 
everyone to come to San 
Francisco to transact busi¬ 
ness. 

These San Franciscans de¬ 
cided to reverse that trend, to 
centralize shopping, Finance 
and cultural activities in their 
own city, and to bring every¬ 
body from surrounding areas 
into the same sort of system 
that makes Manhattan the 
hub of greater New York Ci¬ 
ty, So, they put together a 
committee headed by bank¬ 
ers like Carl F. Wente, chair¬ 
man of the board of Bank of 
America; Kendric B* Mor- 
rish, vice-president of Wells 
Fargo; and Mortimer Fleish- 
hacker, Jr. f a director of 
Crocker Citizens. Then they 
called in an outside Firm to 
“do a study” that would 
conclude what they wanted 
concluded* 

The Firm was Parsons, 
Brinckerhoff, Quade & 
Douglas of New York. This 
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firm built New York City’s 
subway system at the turn of 
the century. Its management 
is oriented toward construct¬ 
ing mass rail transit systems 
that bring commuters into 
centralized areas. 

In the 1953-55 study for a 
new San Francisco Bay Area 
Transportation system, Par- 
sons-Brinckerhoff also drew 
up a master land-use plan. 
The plan —could you guess 
it?—was to create a much 
more densely populated cen¬ 
tral business district and to 
pack many more people into 
it via a mass rail transit sys¬ 
tem. 

When BARTD was being 
sold to the public in 1962, the 
newspapers, radio and televi¬ 
sion stations made it appear 
that a great civic crusade was 
taking place to overcome the 
automobile, freeways, horri¬ 
fying congestion and air pol¬ 
lution. 

Anyone for BARTD was 
for progress; anyone op¬ 
posed was an obstructionist. 
The question that the daily 
newspapers never allowed to 
be asked was: What would 
happen if the Bay Area fol¬ 
lowed a plan of decentraliza¬ 
tion, calling for people to live 
and work in the same com¬ 
munity rather than commut¬ 
ing to San Francisco? And 
for good reason. 

If bankers built branch fi¬ 
nance centers around the Bay 
Area Instead of piling more 
into San Francisco itself, if 
corporations decentralized 
their headquarters, if sym¬ 
phonies and operas were in¬ 
stalled in other communities 
as they are in Europe—then 
no massive system like 
BARTD would be needed. 
Alternate systems were avail¬ 
able that would still get rid of 
the automobile, freeways 
and air pollution. 

Of course, many Bay Area 
citizens who worked for 
BARTD were crusading 
against more freeways, park¬ 
ing lots and air pollution — 
the curses of the automobile. 
But for campaign leaders 
who passed a $792 million 
bond issue to finance 
BARTD, it was much more 
than a civic crusade. 

The leaders, bankers and 
corporate officials of San 
Francisco were banded to¬ 
gether in a private organ¬ 
ization called Citizens for 
Rapid Transit. It was headed 
by Moorish of Wells Fargo 
and Fleishhacker of Crocker 
Citizens and Wente of Bank 
of America. And the first 


three high-rise buildings that 
went up in conjunction with 
BARTD construction were 
the Wells Fargo, Bank of 
America and Crocker Citi¬ 
zens buildings. 

As their man to head 
BARTD’$ board of direc¬ 
tors, the bankers mid busi¬ 
nessmen chose Adrien Falk, 
retired vice-president of 
$ & W Fine Foods and past 
president of the California 
Chamber of Commerce. 
(There was no provision in 
BARTD’s charter to select its 
directors democratically. 
The board was appointed by 
local mayors and supervisors 
in accordance with the wishes 
of BARTD’s promoters.) 
Falk held the position for a 
decade, although he was fre¬ 
quently ill and could not at¬ 
tend meetings. Last year, at 
82, he was finally unseated by 
the directors. 

Shortly before Falk was 
ousted, I called on him at 
BARTD to ask him whether 
he thought it was desirable 
for San Francisco to become 
Manhattan. 

“It’s not a question of 
whether it’s desirable,” he 
said. “It’s the only practical 
way. Certain finance, bank¬ 
ing industries, want to be 
centralized, want to have 
everyone near each other. 
They don’t want to have to 
go one day to Oakland, next 
day to San Jose, the next day 
to San Francisco.” 

“What is this, then,” I 
asked Falk, “a system of, by 
and for the banking and Fi¬ 
nance community —or the 
people of the Bay Area?” 

“WelL,” he replied, 
“there’s also a cultural as¬ 
pect. You can’t have the sym¬ 
phony, the opera, the ball 
park in every community. 
The big city is naturally a cen¬ 
ter to which eveyone comes. 
This is the history of civil¬ 
ization, I believe there is a 
renaissance of our big cities 
taking place. BARTD will 
make it possible to bring all 
the people in here. The new 
construction it will generate 
will be a great improvemeni 
for San Francisco.” 

Construction-generation 
number one is the Wells 
Fargo Building, rising into 
the heavens, darkening the 
street below, obliterating 
views of the bay for all but its 
occupants. When I visited an 
occupant, Roger Lapham, 
Jr,, I found out that Bayard 
H. Dillingham, president of 
the firm that built the Wells 
Fargo building — the Dilling¬ 


ham Corporation—is on the 
board of directors of Lap- 
ham’s firm, Alexander, Sex¬ 
ton & Carr. Dillingham is 
also taking over the man¬ 
agement of North Water¬ 
front Associates, headed by 
Lapham, to put up the block¬ 
buster International Market 
Center along Telegraph Hill. 

“Is it desirable that we cre¬ 
ate a city of gigantic sky¬ 
scrapers like Manhattan, 
with an underground rail¬ 
road to serve them?” I asked 
Lapham. 

“It’s not a question of 
whether it’s desirable,” he 
said, “but what’s the prac¬ 
tical matter. As a practical 
matter, you can’t have 18 dif¬ 
ferent banking and insurance 
centers. You have to concen¬ 
trate them with all the vari¬ 
ous services around them. 
The people who run these 
centers want all their services, 
the people they work with — 
advertisers, attorneys, ac¬ 
countants — around them. 
It’s a complete part of the 
way we do business in this 
country.” 

“Suppose some people in 
San Francisco don’t want 
their city converted into a 
Manhattan?” I asked. 

“Then let ’em go some¬ 
place else,” Lapham replied. 
“But don’t keep complain¬ 
ing about it, because that’s 
what is GOING to happen, 
and nobody can stop it.” 

Satellite city 

That need not be so, A new 
concept in urban planning, 
called the “satellite city,” 
abandons the idea of trying 
to squeeze more business and 
people into one centralized 
area, and relocates them in¬ 
stead to new communities. 

In these new communities, 
the emphasis is on total land 
planning. Residential areas 
are split up by trees, parks 
and recreation areas so that 
you don’t have to travel long 
distances to get back to na¬ 
ture or enjoy some outdoor 
relaxation. A cultural center 
is built into the community; 
you do not have to depend on 
Falk’s concept that only one 
city can have a symphony 


and opera so that everybody 
must come to that city for his 
“culture.” 

Finally, industries—al¬ 
though separated from resi¬ 
dential areas by a green belt 
— are just a short hop away 
from home. You get to your 
job in five or ten minutes. 
Many people can even walk 
or ride a bicycle to work. The 
need for mass transit is elim¬ 
inated. 

There is a completely in¬ 
dividualized system, with no 
congestion, no freeways, no 
air and water pollution. 

The first of the satellite 
cities — Reston, Virginia, IS 
miles south of Washington, 
D.C. — was created by a 
millionaire real estate genius 
from New York, Robert 
Simon, who became fed up 
with commuting from Long 
Island to his Manhattan of¬ 
fice. 

BARTD, on the other 
hand, is taking us on an ex¬ 
pensive ride to Manhattan. 

Now San Francisco, refus¬ 
ing to heed the lessons of 
New York, is headed on the 
same course toward unman¬ 
ageable bigness, instead of 
altering this lemminglike 
march, the new zoning plan 
j ust passed by the supervisors 
makes it a continuing possi¬ 
bility. The argument is that 
the new high-rise structures 
will not be as dose together 
as they are in Manhattan, 

Perhaps, perhaps not. But 
the system will be the same: 
people commuling from sub¬ 
urban areas via a 50-year-old 
train and subway system into 
a centralized business district 
that every day grows more 
congested, more uncivilized. 
That is the Manhattan 
system. 

When it is Fully operating 
here, San Francisco will no 
longer be “the last big city 
worth living in.” It’ll only be 
a place to work in. As Herb 
Caen, San Francisco’s great¬ 
est glorifier, puts it: 

“I don’t know how much 
longer we can maintain the 
myth of San Francisco.” 

As long as it takes to con¬ 
struct BART and the new 
highrises? ■ 


DRAMATIC 
NUTRITIONAL HELP! 



for Pre-Menstrual Stress 


at Your Health Food Store Now 
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Thanksgiving In Acapulco!! 

November 24-26 

RT Air, Beachfront Hole! and More! 

... .orftf$449 pfcr persarWdbhocc. 

>\ f \ 

(tegular Specials 

Mqiatlan from $259 Puerto Vallarta from 1 

6 daysf7 nltes - Air. Hotel & More! 

/ * M-F Departures ^ 

Hawaii from $369;0aper person /dbl. occ, 

8 dbys/7 Nltes - Air. Hot©! & More! 

CHARTER SPECIALS 
/ Amsterdam from $598 RT 
London from $599 RT 

Don't Delay! 

ke Your Holiday Travel Plans Nowi 

Opening! Under New Management 

22,1983 


Travel Specialists of Berkeley — 
491 Castro St., 

CA 94114 (415) 554-8 

2438 Durant Ave. Berkeley 
CA 94704 (414) 548-7000 

Coll Tol Free Irom L A. (2-13) 622-8310 


Give us a call! 
10:00 am to 
7:00 pm Mon. 
through Sat. 


From N Y, 1212) 509*8404 



CREATIVE NAIL ART DESIGN 


University Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
business: 8417970 
Mon.Thuts.: 9-9 
Fri and Sat .: 9-6 


Sculptured Nail Special 
$39.95 Tuesday Only (Free Repairs) 
♦ (One Block From BART} 



f Beautiful lapanese-stvie ^N 


Folding Beds 
Futons 
Quilts 
Cushions 
Folding Frames 
Low Tables 



Most items available in custom 
size at reasonable prices 
with excellent workmanship 


The Golden "Nagas 



752-7693 Call for Free Brochure 


3103 Geary BlvdjS.F,, CA 94118 
Monday-Saturday 11 a.m,-6 p.m. 

Open Thursday till 9 Quality since 1973 
. OUR INCOME FEEDS NEEDY FAMILIES 



31 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN, OCTOBER 12,1983 





























HeMANHATTANIZATIONoF SAN FRANCISCO 1966-1983 Rayfl liardiatl 

—- SECTION TWO 


BY BUR TON H. WOLFE 


This is an edited version of a major investigative piece 
by Burton H. Wolfe that appeared in the Feb. 14, 1973 
edition of the Bay Guardian. It updated Wolfe’s 1968 
"Manhattan Madness" investigation and further detail¬ 
ed how the Bechtel Corp., together with PG&E, Bank of 
America, Standard Oil, U.S. Steel and American Trust, 
put together the "all-white, all-male, all-rich " Bay 
Area Council. The year: 1945. The plan: to make San 
Francisco into a second Manhattan. The key element: 
BART built by Bechtel. 


"There‘s no reason for people to hear of us. We ’re not selling 
the public." 

— Steve Bechtel Jr., president, Bechtel Corp., quoted in 
Newsweek. 

I n 1945, when you and I were young or 
unborn or living blissfully in a rather 
small city that was giving birth to a 
United Nations at the end of a great war, 
Steve Bechtel, then 45, was plotting the 
development of San Francisco into a second 
Manhattan that would be the gateway to the 
Far East. 

He was not plotting alone by any means. Right in 
there with him were the corporate heads of Bank of 
America, Kaiser Industries, Standard Oil of California, 
U.S. Steel and other giants* But Steve Bechtel, though 
he was talking to the heads of some of the biggest cor¬ 
porations in the world, was confident he could run the 
show. His father, Warren A. “Dad” Bechtel, had 
taught him ways to do that, no matter how high the 
stakes nor how awesome the company. 


Dad Bechtel, the second 
generation son of German 
immigrants, started his 
career inauspidously as a ter¬ 
rible trombone player and 
farm hand. Moving from his 
home state of Illinois to Kan¬ 
sas, Oklahoma and finally 
California in search of his 
fortune, he became a mule 
skinner in 1898, then a 
railroad agent. On savings of 
$1,500 he began a smail con¬ 
struction business that grew 
big and rich building lines for 
the Santa Fe and Western 
Pacific railroads on the backs 
of poorly paid, overworked 
gangs of immigrant and 
itinerant laborers. 

In 1931 Bechtel was invited 
by Henry J. Kaiser and Harry 
W. Morrison, head of the 
Morrison-Knudsen Corp., to 
become a partner in what was 
to be known as the Six Com¬ 
panies. This alliance, not to 
be confused with the Chinese 
Six Companies, was organiz¬ 
ed by Kaiser and Morrison to 
build the Hoover Dam 
(known for a time as Boulder 
Dam), on the Colorado 
River. 

And build it they did, 
within four years at a profit 
of $10 million each, again us¬ 
ing wretchedly underpaid 
and horribly overworked 
construction gangs subjected 
to treacherous work condi¬ 
tions that resulted in scores 
of deaths. After the mam¬ 
moth dam, highest in the 
world, was finished, 
Secretary of the Interior 
Harold Ickes charged the Six 
Companies with no less than 
70,000 violations of federal 
labor laws spelling out decent 
work conditions that were ig¬ 
nored by Bechtel, Kaiser and 
Morrison. 

* * ★ 

Although Kaiser and Mor¬ 
rison organized the Six Com¬ 
panies, it was Dad Bechtel 
who managed the Hoover 


Dam project. This was the 
legacy he handed down to his 
sons Steve and Kenneth, who 
quit college to work for Dad 
as co-managers of the 
Hoover Dam construction. 

“Always take charge of 
whatever you do,” he told 
them. 

Dad Bechtel died at 61 in a 
Moscow hotel room from an 
overdose of medicine one 
morning in 1933, two years 
before Hoover Dam was 
finished. But he had taught 
his sons enough for them to 
take over the business. Steve, 
born in 1900, inherited Dad’s 
engineering genius and man¬ 
aged construction projects, 
while Kenneth, born four 
years later, supervised book- 
work and finance. 

During World War H the 
Bechtel brothers, along with 
their intimate friend Henry 
Kaiser, earned a fortune 
from the construction of 
Liberty ships for the U.S. 
government. Kaiser, with 
Harry Morrison hooked into 
his operation, was the cham¬ 
pion with 1,450 of the Liber¬ 
ty cargo vessels, almost one- 
third of the total ships pro¬ 
duced during the war. But 
the Bechtels owned 20% of 
Kaiser’s interests and they 
also did all right with their 
own California Shipbuilding 
Corp., turning out 560 
tankers and cargo vessels in 
the shipyards along San 
Francisco Bay. 

Wartime profits took the 
Bechtel brothers into the 
highest social, political and 
economic circles of the 
world, and gave them the 
capital, contacts and know¬ 
how for a plunge into inter¬ 
national politics and business 
ventures. In 1945* after the 
United Nations was born in 
San Francisco, Steve became 
convinced that the city which 
was now the Bechtels 1 home 
base was destined to become 
a great financial center and 


industrial headquarters with 
links to the Far East, He 
began discussing the pro¬ 
spects with the heads of five 
other huge corporations: 
American Trust, Bank of 
America, PG&E* Standard 
Oil of California and U.S. 
Steel. 

To make their vision a 
reality* the leaders of the six 
corporations formed an 
organization known as the 
Bay Area Council, consisting 
of some of the region’s 
wealthiest businessmen and 
politicians, plus George 
Johns* head of the SF Labor 
Council. Begun in 1945 on 
annual operating funds 
guaranteed by the big six 
companies* the all-white* all¬ 
male, all-rich BAC im¬ 
mediately announced a plan 
to weld the nine counties 
around SF Bay into a single 
economic unit. 

★ ★ ★ 

In 1949, Bechtel was pleas¬ 
ed to find a corporate lawyer, 
Marvin E. Lewis, and several 
other members of the Bay 


machine he was involved 
with. 

★ it it 

In 1950 Steve Bechtel saw 
to it that a trusted vice presi¬ 
dent of his company, W. (for 
William) E. Waste, became 
chairman of the Bay Area 
Council, Working along with 
Waste on the BAC’s Ex¬ 
ecutive Committee were 
Leland Kaiser, second in 
command at the Kaiser Cor¬ 
poration, and N.R. 
Sutherland, president of 
PG&E. (Bechtel had just 
been awarded a contract by 
PG&E to build its so-called 
“Super-Inch” natural gas 
line, 506 miles long, 
through the Tehachapi 
Mountains.) Sitting on the 
BAC’s Board of Governors 
were Adrien Falk, president 
of S&W Fine Foods and the 
California Chamber of Com¬ 
merce; H.L. Cummings, an 
electrical contractor serving 
as president of the Contra 
Costa County Board of 
Supervisors; and Steve 
Bechtel himself. 


a smaller one in Oakland 
from an ever-widening circle 
of suburbs. For that was the 
way the Manhattan empire 
was built. 

They were all in this 
together like a coalition of 
Mafia families: the Steve 
Bechtels and Fleishhacker 
sitting beside each other on 
the board of Crocker- 
Citizens; Morrish and Ken¬ 
neth Bechtel linked through 
Wells Fargo; Wente forming 
their hookup to the biggest 
financier of them ail, Bank of 
America. And so they met 
and talked with their col¬ 
leagues from the Bay Area 
Council. They met in BAC 
offices. They met in con¬ 
ference rooms. They met at 
home. They met in the Bohe- 
mi an* Commonwealth, 
Pacific Union and St. Fran¬ 
cis Yacht clubs, where they 
were all members. 

It might have seemed flab¬ 
bergasting to an outsider that 
a dozen or two of the Bay 
Area’s wealthiest men could 
decide among themselves, 
just like that, to drastically 


coordinated master rapid 
transit plan for the SF Bay 
Area.” To lend objectivity to 
the study, the Commission 
hired an outside firm to con¬ 
duct it: Parsons* Brin¬ 
ckerhoff, Quade & Douglas 
of New York. It was blatant¬ 
ly obvious why the Commis¬ 
sion selected this particular 
firm out of hundreds of 
possibilities for the job. 

Parsons, Brinekerhoff et 
ah, under a slightly different 
name, was the firm that built 
the New' York metropolitan 
area’s first subway system at 
the beginning of the century . 
Its president, Walter 
Douglas* was and is oriented 
entirely toward mass transit- 
land use systems that carry 
hordes of commuters into a 
centralized high-rise business 
district via . combination 
elevated subway trains run¬ 
ning on dual rails. 

Consequently, when Par¬ 
sons, Brinckerhoff et al. 
handled the mass transit 
study for the Bay Area, 
Marvin Lewis’s plan for a 
monorail was out. So was the 



STEVE 
BECHTEL'S 
$2 BILLION 


Area Council, organizing a 
Bay Area Rapid Transit com¬ 
mittee. Not all understood 
what was afoot. Lewis 
himself, though leading the 
compaign for a mass transit 
system linking the nine coun¬ 
ties around SF Bay, viewed 
the plan as did many conser¬ 
vationists strictly as a means 
of alleviating automobile 
congestion and providing 
quick, convenient transpor¬ 
tation between the various 
towns and cities. 

And he envisioned a 
monorail system, not a com¬ 
bination elevated-subway 
durorail, standard style train. 
He w'as disappointed when 
the others decided to imitate 
Manhattan’s commuter 
system (“1 don’t want to see 
Market Street torn up,” he 
said); and he became indig¬ 
nant years later when a writer 
told him he had unknowingly 
been pan of a plot to 
Manhattanize San Francisco. 

“1 never heard anything 
about that,” Lewis snapped 
angrily. “The word ‘highrise’ 
was never mentioned in my 
presence.” 

Poor Marvin Lewis. He 
always liked to think of 
himself as “the father of 
BART.” If he is telling the 
truth, and I suspect he is, he 
had no comprehension of the 


With that lineup, while 
other members of the BAC 
might be ignorant or vague 
about what w'as happening* 
Bechtel and his colleagues 
had a special three-man com¬ 
mittee appointed to plan the 
coming Bay Area mass rail 
transit system. The members 
of the three-man committee 
were: 

Mortimer Fleishhacker, 
J r., a d i rector o f t he Crock er- 
Citizens Bank. 

Kendric B. Morrish, vice- 
president of American Trust 
Co. in Oakland and presi¬ 
dent of the Oakland 
Chamber of Commerce, 
later to become a vice- 
president of Wells Fargo 
Bank. 

Carl F. Wente, senior viee- 
president of Bank of 
America. 

The appointment of these 
three was carefully conceiv¬ 
ed. The banks they 
represented were all planning 
to build highrise office 
buildings for their world 
headquarters for operations 
from Manhattan West to the 
Far East, where they were 
well aware of the need to 
build a mass transit system to 
bring the thousands of 
employees they would re¬ 
quire into a downtown San 
Francisco high ri se j u ngl e and 


restructure the environment 
of the most beautiful 
metropolitan region of 
America and totally rear¬ 
range the lives of several 
million people who inhabit it. 
Yet that is precisely what they 
did. 

Lawyer Marvin Lewis 
drafted legislation for a San 
Francisco Bay Area Rapid 
Transit Commission that was 
to work out a mass transit 
plan to link the nine counties 
together. Adopting Lewis’s 
draft* the California State 
Legislature created the Com¬ 
mission and appropriated 
$50,000 for its initial opera¬ 
tions. 

Lewis, named as the Com¬ 
mission’s first chairman* 
also was a member of the 
BAC* but that was by virtue 
of his position on San Fran¬ 
cisco’s Board of Supervisors. 
He would maintain for the 
rest of his life that he knew 
nothing of the scheme to use 
mass transit for the Manhat- 
tanization of his beloved San 
Francisco w'hich* like so 
many other wealthy men, he 
was eo desert for a house in 
Hillsborough. 

In 1953 the State 
Legislature appopriated 
$400*000 for the Rapid Tran¬ 
sit Commission, to be used 
for study and adoption of “a 


possibility of decentralizing 
the nine counties of the Bay 
Area in a master plan that 
called for short commute 
trips to work. 

Parsons, Brinckerhoff et 
al. assured the Rapid Transit 
Commission that the only 
practical master plan for the 
Bay Area of the future was to 
centralize commerce and 
recreation in a downtown 
highrise complex and haul 
commuters to and from it by 
a train-subway system that 
would cost $900 million. 

How could such an ex¬ 
pense be considered, when it 
would probably email a 
bonded indebtedness greater 
than what already existed in 
alt of the counties to be in¬ 
volved in the transit system? 

For an “independent” 
evaluation of financing the 
system* the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit Commission turned 
in 1957 to the Stanford 
Research Institute. That’s an 
impressive name, isn’t it? It 
had an association with Stan¬ 
ford University; and it had 
the ring of scholarship to it. 
Surely there could . be no 
question of partiality or bias 
here. 

Or could there? 

Again, by curious coin- 

continued next page 
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continued from previous page 

cidence, the men who sat on 
the SRI board of directors in 
1957 were Steve Bechtel; R. 
Gwin FoJlis, a director of 
both Standard Oil and 
Crocker-Citizens; Edgar 
Kaiser, chairman of the 
Board of Kaiser Industries; 
and representatives of the 
three big banks involved in 
BART (Emmett Solomon of 
Crocker, Louis Lundberg of 
the Bank of America and 
W.P. Fuller of Wells Fargo). 

SRI has since done many 
studies and much research on 
behalf of BART-conneeted 
companies that are now 
engaged heavily in Pacific 
nations investments. This is 
reflected in the composition 
of SRVs 1973 board: Steve 
Bechtel, R. Gwin FolHs, 
Edgar Kaiser and represen¬ 
tatives of Wells Fargo, Bank 
of America and Crocker- 
Citizens. SRPs 1973 board 
chai rman is W. Homs by 
Wasson, former president 
and board chairman of 
Pacific Telephone Co. and 
director of Standard Oil, the 
man who raised the money 
from the big BA C/Chamber 
corporations for the 
Chamber of Commerce's 


successful battles against the 
Duskin height limitation in¬ 
itiatives. 

Certainly all this was just a 
coincidence, as was the hiring 
of Parsons, Brinckerhoff et 
al. from the possibilities 
among transportation ex¬ 
perts with greater abilities 
and a wider familiarity with 
modern mass transit systems. 
And certainly only a cynic of 
the worst sort would imply 
there was any conspiracy in¬ 
volved in the submission by 
such a scholarly think tank as 
Stanford Research Institute 
of a study showing the 
feasibility of financing 
BART. 

Once the composite report 
by Parsons, Brinckerhoff et 
a!, was subm it ted to t he 
California Assembly along 
with the feasibility finance 
study by Stanford Research 
Institute, Ste ir e Bechtel and 
his multi-millionaire business 
friends had their lobbyist 
work on the state legislators 
to create a Bay Area Rapid 
Transit District with 
autonomous powers. 

The legislators responded 
beautifully and passed the act 
that created BART. The 
Transit District was 
established as an empire unto 


itself, with the power to pass 
laws, levy taxes, condemn 
and buy property along the 
mass transit routes, go into 
debt, invest money, deter¬ 
mine all transit facilities, set 
fares and hire a private 
engineering firm to manage 
construction. 

All that remained for Steve 
Bechtel to do to complete his 
master plan, formulated in 
1945, was to have his own 
firm hired as BART's 
managing engineers. 

* * ★ 

After Gov. Goodwin J, 
Knight signed the act creating 
BART, Steve Bechtel put 
together the joint venture of 
Parsons, Brinckerhoff- 
Tudor-Bechtd that was hired 
to manage engineering and 
write all contracts. How 
could Bechtel be sure the 
BART board would hire the 
engineering firm he himself 
controlled? A simple prob¬ 
lem for a Bechtel: 

Step 1 — Pressure mayors 
and supervisors to appoint 
BART directors responsive 
to the wishes of the Bay Area 
Council. 

Step 2 — Have Edgar 
Kaiser named chairman of 
the board of the BAC, which 


he was in 1958, while Bill 
Waste of Bechtel continued 
as the next highest officer. 

Step 3 — Have Adrien 
Falk, with Bechtel an original 
member of the BAC who 
planned the Manhattaniza- 
tion of San Francisco, named 
president of BART's board 
of directors. 

Step 4 — Through 
Republican Sen. William F. 
Knowland, publisher of the 
Oakland Tribune, hire 
Tribune reporter Bill Stokes 
as publicity agent for BART. 

Step 5 — Have Stokes an¬ 
nounce that BART had 
“launched a nationwide 
search for an engineer to take 
full charge of all [BART] 
engi n eeri ng act i v hies ."Then 
get BART directors to hire 
Kenneth M. Hoover, who 
was not licensed to practice 
engineering anywhere in the 
world but who was a consul¬ 
tant to Parsons, Brin¬ 
ckerhoff et al. on the BART 
study, to be that engineer-to- 
top-ali-engineers. 

Step 6 — Have Hoover 
recommend to BART*s 
directors that Parsons, 
Brinkerhof f-T udor-Bechtel 
be hired to manage the con¬ 
struction of the mass transit 
system. 

But God help any jour¬ 
nalist who dares imply there 
was any conspiracy to all this. 
It was all just coincidence. 

Once PBTB was safely 
ensconced as BART’s 
managing engineers, just to 
prove there was no con¬ 
spiracy, a completely impar¬ 
tial, independent citizens' 
organization was put 
together to campaign for 
passage of a S792 million 
bond issue for the Financing 
of BART. The organization 
was called Citizens for Rapid 
Transit. It was run by a three- 
man committee of common 
ordinary citizens: Carl 
Wente, who by this time had 
become chairman of the 
board of Bank of America, 
Kendric Morrish of Wells 
Fargo, and Mortimer 
Fleishhacker of Crocker- 
Citizens. By coincidenee, 
these were the same three 
millionaires who formed the 
original Bay Area Council 
Rapid Transit Committee. 

Also by coincidence, the 
companies that put up the 
most money to finance 
Citizens for Rapid Transit 
were Bechtel, Kaiser, 
Parsons-Brinckerhoff, 
Tudor Engineering, Westing- 
house and Bethlehem Steel. 
By further coincidence, Kai¬ 
ser and Westinghouse and 
Bethlehem were destined to 
be awarded the most 
lucrative of BART's con¬ 
struction contracts in the 
coming years. 

Despite the impartiality 
demonstrated by this 
organization of independent, 
common, ordinary Citizens 
for Rapid Transit, Bechtel 
and BART were under some 
pressure to justify the en¬ 
vironmental plan entailed in 
BART: that is, the centraliza¬ 
tion of all commerce and 
recreation in a giant-sized 
high rise district that would 
be served by the mass transit 
system. 

So, for another indepen¬ 
dent, outside, impartial 
study, Parsons Brinekerhoff- 
Tudor-Bechtel brought in 
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Ebasco Services, a subsidiary 
of the Boise Cascade Corp., a 
massive conglomerate with 
assets of hundreds of millions 
of dollars which manufac¬ 
tures diverse products and 
engages in engineering and 
construction, and is involved 
heavily in urban renewal 
projects. 

In 1953, Ebasco Services 
had completed one-third of a 
nuclear plant for the Atomic 
Energy Commission in 
Paducah, Kentucky, when it 
ran into trouble and Bechtel 
was brought in suddenly to 
bail Ebasco out. John 
O'Connell, BechtePs execu¬ 
tive vice-president, another 
golfing buddy of Dwight 
Eisenhower and Richard 
Nixon, was dispatched to 
manage the rest of the job. 

In view of these friendly 
Bechtel/Ebasco business 
relations, it wasn't surprising 
to find Ebasco submitting a 
report agreeing with Par¬ 
sons, Brinckerhoff-Tudor- 
Bechtel: 

"It is sometimes argued 
that commuting is wasteful, 
and that the solution to mov¬ 
ing traffic during the rush 
hours is to eliminate cen¬ 
tralized imerurban peak- 
hour trips. Proponents 
argue that this can be done by 
staggered work hours or by 
decentralization, in which 
the journey to work for 
multitudes becomes a 
neighborhood job. 

“We do not believe that 
either of these possibilities 
are practical schemes for 
t ranspo rt at io n plan ni ng*' 

Ebasco's conclusion: there 
must be “increased cen¬ 
tralization.” 

“We are convinced.. .that 
the large volumes of daily 
commuter traffic are not a 
mere accident of growth, 
[Ebasco’s writer was not try¬ 
ing to be funny,] They are a 
necessary part of our econo¬ 
my and must be provided for 
efficiently. This requires the 
planning of improvements in 
transportation facilities, 

“Without transportation 
improvements to accom¬ 
modate the mass movements 
of daily traffic between our 
low density residential areas 
and centers of employment, 
w T e can expect an inhibition 
of growth in the Bay Area. 
And the Rapid Transit Sys¬ 
tem which would permit free 
flow of traffic would there¬ 
fore bring an increase in 
growth.” 

it it- it 

Once the Ebasco report 
was in hand. Citizens for 
Rapid Transit distributed 
hundreds of thousands of 
propaganda leaflets 
throughout the Bay Area 
describing BART as the only 
way “to solve the Bay Area’s 
automobile congestion prob¬ 
lem.” The “first transit 
lines would begin operating 
in 1966,” CRT's literature 
stated. Among the benefits 
of BART advertised were 
“reduced automobile con* 
gestion. * .access to new 
jobs., .smog reduc¬ 
tion *,. new leisure oppor¬ 
tunities.. .preservation of 
scenic beauty.. .better city 
planning,” And for the 
crowning touch to this string 
of outrageous lies, CRT 
proclaimed: 


* s Extensive transport ation 
studies have established that 
rapid transit is the only feasi¬ 
ble solution to the region's 
future congestion problems 
— and by far the most 
economical solution, as 
well.” 

Who wrote that for 
Bechtel and BART? Why, 
BART publicity agent BUI 
Stokes, who by this time had 
been boosted to the job of 
BART's assistant general 
manager. 

Despite the massive pro¬ 
paganda campaign and all 
the wealth behind it, despite 
fuU support by Bay Area 
newspapers and Westing- 
house's KPIX television sta¬ 
tion, the BART bond issue 
barely passed. Sixty per cent 
approval of the voters was re¬ 
quired, and the final tally was 
61.2%. 

Three weeks after the bond 
issue passed, BART's board 
of directors awarded Parsons 
Br i n ckerh of f-T udor-Bechtel 
a spectacular contract to 
manage the design engineer¬ 
ing and construction of the 
mass rail system. Among the 
supreme, ungovernable 
powers turned over to PBTB 
in this contract were the 
following: 

•Location of routes and 
stations, decisions on the 
methods of train operation, 
determination of amounts of 
money to be spent on 
undetermined millions of 
dollars worth of job con¬ 
tracts, preparation for taking 
of bids on job contracts, in¬ 
spection of contractors at 
work; in short “organiza¬ 
tion, planning and manage¬ 
ment of the construction pro¬ 
gram as a whole,” to quote 
the PBTB contract’s wording. 

•No limit was set in the 
contract on the amount of 
people PBTB could hire, or 
the amount of money the 
firm could spend on its own 
work or on contracts let to 
other companies. An 
estimate was set for the total 
fee to be awarded PBTB: 
$47,250,000. But every six 
months a new budget could 
be arranged to replace the 
previous one. PBTB had the 
right to run up costs of this 
budget plus 10%. PBTB was 
also to be paid 1.25 times the 
cost of any money spent on 
services and supplies. The 
more money that PBTB 
would spend, the more 
money it would make. 

In a few more years, while 
Bechtel would be on its way 
toward boosting Its engineer¬ 
ing fee to $150 million, each 
of the outside, independent 
firms that told BART's direc¬ 
tors the contract was all right 
would be getting hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of 
sub-contracts from Bechtel, 
the ruler of the joint venture 
PBTB that manages BART. 

it it a. 

All right, now you know 
the story. We have been 
taken. We've been had. We 
citizens of the San Francisco 
Bay Area must be counted 
among the greatest fools in 
the history of the world. We 
had a relatively small, com¬ 
fortable, dean, gorgeous 
metropolitan area around 
San Francisco Bay, We were 
the envy of America. San 
Francisco was called “the last 
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city worth living in. 1 " 

Why? Because we had not 
put up massive numbers of 
highrise buildings in a cen¬ 
tralized commerce and 
recreation district, resulting 
in hundreds of thousands of 
commuters pouring in and 
out of here every day, and all 
the problems that exist in 
Manhattan and other huge 
cities. And now we have 
allowed a bunch of multi¬ 
millionaires to do the same 
thing to us on the pretext of 
eliminating the automobile, 
air pollution, and congestion 
— although that is precisely 
what they were bound to 
create with the Manhattan- 
BART plan. 

What is Manhattan? Eight 
million human beings literal¬ 
ly strangling to death on their 
own garbage. We are more 
than halfway there now. 
There are 4Vi million people 
living in the Bay Area and 
several hundred highrises. A 
few hundred more highrises 
plus 3 Vi million more people, 
some living in apartment 
complexes near BART and 
elsewhere, others commuting 
back and forth between 
suburban houses and the cen¬ 
tralized commerce districts 
of SF and Oakland, and we 
will be identical to New York, 

We will have the Bay, of 
course, if that is not filled in, 
too. But you won’t be able to 
see it for the highrises and air 
pollution. You will be walk¬ 
ing on streets where the sun, 
blotted out by gigantic 
buildings, never shines, one of 
a million ants on the anthill, 
one cog in a machine that 
keeps churning with no pur¬ 
pose other than to grow big¬ 
ger and make money for the 
multi-millionaires who run it. 

If you want to stop it be¬ 
fore it goes any further, act 
now. You only have a few 
years left before everything 
worth living for is gone, 
destroyed by Steve Bechtel 
and his power-hungry friends 
in the name of increased pro¬ 
ductivity and profit. M 


SMALL 

THEATERS 


JOIN THE RANKS OF SF's 
DISPLACED TENANTS 



The struggle by small arts groups to find 
usable spacesinSan Francisco was 
foreshadowed in this 1973 Louis Dunn 
cartoon. Mayor Joseph Alioto mows down 
neighborhood opposition to the const ruction 
of a massive performing ar ts center. 


BY MIS HA BERSON 

T he effects of large-scale urban devel¬ 
opment in San Francisco on open 
and affordable housing have been 
well documented. But there is an¬ 
other part of the jigsaw puzzle that hasn’t re¬ 
ceived as much attention as it should: how the 
current development climate affects local arts 
groups, particularly theater companies that 
need resident performing facilities as well as 
larger auditoriums catering to bigger au¬ 
diences. 

The latter problem has become, in some ways, less 
acute than it was several years ago. According to Jon¬ 
athan Reinis, who operates the sizeable Theatre on the 
Square and Alcazar Theatre facilities with Joe Perrotti, 
a high density of office workers in the Financial District 


makes for a larger potential audience of commuters 
interested in after-work entertainment. The larger the¬ 
aters clustered around Union Square (including 
American Conservatory Theatre, Marines Memorial, 
Theatre on the Square and the Alcazar) are in the best 
position to take advantage of the situation, and some 
recent box-office successes indicate they are doing so. 


However, for smaller, less 
traditional venues located in 
outlying neighborhoods, the 
situation is less promising. 
What gets passed along to 
these vital, struggling 
theaters is not an overspilling 
audience but a real estate 
dimate that prices them out 
of the market and puts them 
in direct competition for 
space with commercial 
businesses. 

The situation is growing 
increasingly problematic as 


many of the little companies 
founded during the early-to¬ 
rn id- 1 70s “theater boom” 
lose their homes or outgrow’ 
them. When these companies 
began, rents were cheaper, 
space was more plentiful and 
public safety codes were not 
enforced as stringently. 
When they are forced to 
relocate they find themselves 
out on the street with little 
money or political clout to 
pave the way. 

Two vivid cases in point 


are the Asian American 
Theatre Company (AATC) 
and the Eureka Theatre. The 
Asian American was until 
recently in residence in a 
rented Richmond District 
storefront it had occupied for 
seven years. Its stay there 
ended abruptly last month 
when the city cited it with 
numerous fire and building 
code violations. The low 
budget company, one of only 
a few theaters in the country 
dedicated to Asian American 
cultural expression, was 
faced with finding funds for 
extensive renovation of the 
cramped facility, or cutting 
the capacity down to a debili¬ 
tating 49 seats, or leaving. 
The company left, and is now 
engaged in an uphill struggle 
to find a new permanent 
home, 

“There are so many 
homeless theater groups in 
the city and we T re all looking 
for similar types of space, ,T 
commented AATC member 
Emilya Cachapero. “There 
are really no theaters 
available, so we’ll have to 
renovate.. .and well need a 
lot of capital before we can 
even consider moving into 
another space.” 

The enormous challenge 
of finding, funding and 
renovating space for a small 
theater in San Francisco is 
familiar to the staff of the 
Eureka Theatre Company, 
After the Eureka was burned 
out of its church basement 
venue on t5th Street and 
Market in 1981, the company 
presented productions of 
several shows in temporary 
quarters, (Asian American is 
employing a similar short¬ 
term solution.) Eventually 
the Eureka group leased the 
former Margaret Jenkins 
Dance Studio in the Mission 
Distnet, only to be faced with 
serious fire and building code 
problems soon after opening 
the immensely successful 
show Cloud 9. The code 
continued next page 



at the SFJCC 

An Evening With Erica Jong 

lecture, champagne reception & book signing 

Or. Barbara Meyerhoff 

lecture & Academy Award winning film "Number Our Days'" 

MM^^HMonthly — ■ — _ 

Sunday Brunches - Food & Fun 

^^mMira's Kabaiiah KofFee House^si 

weekly jazz, pop, folk, contemporary music 
open for tunch & dinner 

^^^^^^^Every sat Night 

cafe Shalom - Folkdancing 

_ 346-6040 ___ 

San Francisco Jewish Community Center 

3200 California Street SF 
Free, convenient parking available 


The NEW 
PERFORMANCE 
GALLERY 


AMERICAN INROADS: 

The Second Season. 

All world or West Coast Premieres! 
Theaterlfrom New York 

Emmett Foster Oct. 12-15 
Dane el from New York 
Jane Comfort and Dancers with 
Musicians Oct 19-22 

Dance/from San Francisco 

Brenda Way and Kimi Okada w ith 

the ODC Nov. 9-12 

Dance/from San Francisco 
Joe Goode and others Dec. 7*10 

Theater/from San Francisco 

Bill Taien Jan. 25-23 

Music from Oakland 

William Winant and David Rosenbootn 

Feb. 29; March 1-3 

Music/from Berkeley 

Keith Terry and Friends March 28-31 

Dance!from New York 

Charles Moulton Dance Co* Apr. 25-28 

Music!from the Bay Area 

Rova Saxophone Quartet and Kronos 

Quartet May 16-19 

SUBSCpIPTlONS/SiNGLE TICKETS NOW 
AVAILABLE. Call 863*9334 for brochure. 

All performances: Wed*5at at 8:30 PM 

3153 17th St 

San Francisco, CA 94110 
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The Marin Community Colleges 
Public Events presents... 

THE THIRD 
ANNUAL 
WOMEN'S 
TALK SHOW 


An Evening of Provocative 
Conversation and Music 

Saturday 

November 19, 1983 
8 pm 

Marin Center, San Rafael 
$12.50 and $10.50 


Belva Davis hosts: 



Phillipe Halsman Photo 


Angela Davis 


Aileen Hernandez 




and Special Music Guests; ALIVE! 


Tickets and information: Charge by Phone (415) 472-3500/ 
(415) 893-BASS/[415] 485-9385. Send mail orders to Marin 
Center Box Office, Marin Center, San Rafael, CA 94903. 

Be sure to enclose a self-addressed and stamped envelope 
along with check payable to Marin Center. Abo STBS AND 
BASS. 
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continued from previous page 
problems could not be 
resolved, and after an ar¬ 
duous search the group 
recently rented a large garage 
on 16th Street near Folsom. 
It will take more than 
$100,000 in physical 
improvements before the 
company can stage its first 
production there. 

Mary Mason, the Eureka’s 
general manager, echoes 
Cachapero’s larger concern: 
"I think the entire theater 
community is really threat¬ 
ened by the space situation 
because so few of us have 
more than what it takes just 
to get along on an operating 
budget. Any time a company 
moves into a space they*II 
have to put out a sizeable 
investment before they can 


even open the door.’" 

The undesirables 

The Eureka and the Asian 
American are just two ex¬ 
amples of little fish struggling 
in a great sea of real estate 
hassles. Other groups can’t 
even find a home in which to 
start up, or can’t move when 
their popularity outgrows the 
space they now r occupy. On 
the scale of desirable renters 
and developers theaters rank 
very low: Mason notes wry¬ 
ly that the Eureka former 
15th Street landlord, Trinity 
Methodist Church, is rebuild¬ 
ing the old site, and will be 
sharing its modern new com¬ 
plex not with theaters, but 
with boutiques. 

The major problem for 
these small but artistically 
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OCTOBER 23, 1983 


A Fundraiser for 
Greenpeace Pacific Southwest 


In past years, we've asked you to 
walk for the whales... skate for 
the seals ... even dash for the 
dolphins. 

This year, we're planning some¬ 
thing entirely new! And, if you 
participate, you could win a trip to 
Mexico or free ice cream for one 
year! 

To receive more information, and 
find out how you can help, call: 

(415) 474-6767 


Business sponsors: KPFA-94 FM, Nautilus (San 
Rafael), Record Factory, RE I, Serendipity 
Travel and Whole Ekrth Access Stores in 
Berkeley and San Rafael. 


significant companies is, of 
course, money — but it is by 
no means the only problem. 
The larger issue, according to 
urban planners interested in 
cultural development, is 
power. 

According to Steve Costa, 
director of the nonprofit Bay 
Area Partnership (a coalition 
of urban planners, artists and 
architects), the real need “is 
for long-term control of 
facilities. One of the roles of 
the Bay Area Partnership is 
to provide some technical as¬ 
sistance in trying to identify 
the appropriate spaces where 
artists can live, work and per¬ 
form. Those sites really need, 
in my mind, to be acquired 
or controlled on a long term 
basis.” 

Costa has been studying 
how arts groups might 
renovate and share space in a 
historic Oakland hotel, and 
he believes that only a collab¬ 
oration between corpora¬ 
tions, government and arts 
groups can make such oc¬ 
cupancy possible. He is care¬ 
ful to distinguish between 
outright gifts of property 
(which are rare to any groups 
other than large institutions 
like museums, ballets and 
symphonies) and “packages 
in which we can get the 


private sector actively involved. 
Developers in high-income 
brackets are investing in of¬ 
fice buildings and condomin¬ 
iums all over the Bay Area. 
I’m talking about making the 
arts part of those investment 
packages.” 

Costa asserts that the arts 
can be good for business, not 
just as investment tax write¬ 
offs but also as a stimulant 
for other nearby enterprises. 
He cites a recent study con¬ 
ducted by the Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre showing 
that its playhouse helped to 
stimulate over $1 million in 
local business over a year’s 
time. 

In development-crazy San 
Francisco, however, can 
small arts institutions rely on 
the “good for the neighbor¬ 
hood” argument alone? Es¬ 
pecially if a private investor 
can weigh the incentives for 
building a theater against 
those of fast-food franchises, 
or boutiques, or offices bet¬ 
ter able to absorb high rents 
and regular increases? 

Alan Becker, a longtime 
San Francisco businessman- 
arts supporter, found out 
how difficult it was to entice 
investors into a major arts 
project when he attempted to 
continued page 41 
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LIVE MUSte. 
DA NCtNG. 

Avenue ©Albany 


WEDNESDAY 


BLUE JAMM 
WITH TIGHT FIT 


FRIDAY 


BIRDLEGG AND TIGHT FIT 
BLUESBAND 


SATURDAY 


J.J. MALONE 

525-9902 

Midnight Flyer Productions 


& 


living Music Presents 

PAUL WINTER 



PAUL WINTER 
soprano 
saxophone 


PAUL HALLEY 

pipe organ 
piano 

GLEN VELEZ 
percussion 
plus 

special guests 


SUN® SINGER 


The Wortd Premiere of SUNS I MGER, a new musical suite by Paul 
Winter inspired by the Sun ... our source, our stan as ir rises over the 
Grand Canyon; as It ilium ina res the great stained glass windows of rhe 
Cathedra! of 5 l John The Divine: songs of the Sun celebrating the 
rebirth that comes with each new day. An acoustic adventure in 
listening set in the magnificent ambience of Grace Cathedral. 


GRACE CATHEDRAL 

FRI/SAT, OCT 14/15 8PM 

Ticket Donations: $l2,50/£tQ.00/$7.S0 — City Box Office. Nature 
Company, BASS, Ticketron, CHARGEUNE/INFO (415) 392-4400 

A Stephen Goud/GAMH Presentation 
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SMALL THEATERS 

continued from page 36 
purchase the old Masonic 
Temple on Van Ness last 
year, Becker believed the 
enormous roccoco facility, 
which contains seven areas 
that could be adapted for 
performing spaces, had great 
promise as a multi-use arts 
and commercial building. He 
established the Temple Arts 
Foundation and mounted a 
significant campaign to raise 
several million dollars to pur¬ 
chase the building: three 
floors would be for arts use, 
two floors for restaurants 
and offices. But earlier this 
year backers of an entirely 
commercial development 
beat him to the punch and 
bought it first. 

Why didn’t Becker’s plan 
work? “I couldn’t do it 
because I couldn’t compete 
with a commercial devel¬ 
oper,” Becker says. “If it 
had been a smaller project it 
might have worked — but it 
was too big, too high a risk,” 

A city aloof 

Some suggest that another 
reason why projects like 


Becker’s might fail is the lack 
of participation of the city in 
developing cultural facilities 
for other than the “major” 
institutions. 

“Only after there is a con¬ 
sensus or agreement that 
these smaller companies are 
major cultural resources is it 
possible to discuss or 
negotiate for the possibility 
of providing homes for them 
as city development 
projects,” says Harold Sned- 
cof, who works with City 
Spaces, a San Francisco 
research and consulting firm. 
“You would probably need 
to form a high-level commit¬ 
tee representing the public, 
the corporations, the large 
and the modest organiza¬ 
tions, in order to generate the 
enthusiasm for smaller 
groups that we now have for 
the opera and the symphony. 
Creating that enthusiasm is 
the first step ingoing forward 
to create a partnership be¬ 
tween these sectors,” 

Steve Costa raises the pos¬ 
sibility of direct city partici¬ 
pation: “Cities have 
traditionally floated bonds 
for other kinds of develop¬ 
ment. Why can’t they float 


some bonds in which low- 
interest money is available to 
buy some buildings for the 
arts?”Jonathan Reims men¬ 
tions the need for creating 
more enticing arts investment 
write-offs, and Allan Becker 
agrees that if the city gave de¬ 
velopers certain breaks and 
concessions for putting arts 
facilities into their buildings 
it would certainly help. 

But it’s clear that so far the 
city doesn’t see the diverse 
local arts scene as much of a 
priority. The real test case of 
how far the city wiU go in en¬ 
couraging democratic cultur¬ 
al development (beyond the 
needs of the symphony, 
opera, ballet and museums) 
is looming on the horizon 
with the outcome of the pro¬ 
posed subsidized cultural 
facilities for Yerba Buena 
Center, the controversial 
South of Market develop¬ 
ment. Since 1980 representa¬ 
tives of the broader arts com¬ 
munity have been involved in 
a Redevelopment Agency- 
instigated arts planning pro¬ 
cess, with the goal of lev¬ 
eraging 320,6 million worth 
of cultural facilities from 
YBC developers Olympia 
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“VERY FOTTEY STUFF!! 

A funny comedy filled with snappy fun, and out-loud laughing! ” 

Tkw Shalit,THE TODAY SHOW.INUC-TV 
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1 THEATRE 7?S-5€56 \ 

Daily 1:30,3;30,5:3G,7;3Q, 
9:30pm. Barg. 1st hr. only. 


85 WEST PORTAL 

EMPIRE 
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Shows tonight at 6:45 
and 9:00pm. 
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| THEATRE 7S6-6500 

Shows tonight at 6:00 & 
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and York. 

Michaela Cassidy, the 
chair of the arts Technical 
Assistance Committee For 
YBC, is optimistic about the 
chances that a theater, an ex¬ 
hibition hall, a film/video 
screening space and other 
facilities will remain in the 
YBC plan. She envisions 
YBC as a downtown locale 
“where open, affordable and 
high-quality artforms will be 
showcased," She also cau¬ 
tions that arts advocates will 
have to be vocal and visible 
during the public hearing 


process after the city com¬ 
pletes its negotiations with 
Olympia and York. Without 
such visibility the YBC cul¬ 
tural component could get 
lost somewhere along the 
line. 

In addition to “cashing 
in” on urban development, 
however, many theater 
groups are interested in con* 
tinuing to serve the neighbor¬ 
hoods and ethnic communi¬ 
ties they have targeted . Costa 
believes arts groups should 
have a voice in how urban 
areas are developed, and 


should join with others in 
lobbying for liveable envi¬ 
ronments. “We need an 
amenity coalition,” he says, 
“made up of artists, historic 
preservationists and those in¬ 
terested in open space.” 

Until theaters and other 
arts organizations acquire 
the sophistication and com¬ 
munity support to build 
those coalitions and the city 
takes notice, these groups 
—and their audiences—may 
continue to find themselves 
in the ranks of the homeless. 
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a TALIAFILM Production An IRVIN KERSHNER film 
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